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DIVINE SERVICES

JANUARY 2023

Sunday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

1
5

7

8
15
17
18
20
22
29
30

CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD & COMMEMORATION OF ST. BASIL @8:15AM

EVE OF THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST: + Orthros, Great Hours,
Great Vespers, & Divine Liturgy Of St. Basil The Great, Great Agiasmos (Fasting Day)

HoLYy THEOPHANY, BAPTISM OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, Orthros,
Divine Liturgy & The Great Agiasmos

THE SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY PROPHET +ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
Sunday after Epiphany

12" Sunday of Luke

+ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT

+ST. ATHANASIOS THE GREAT & CYRIL, PATRIARCHS OF ALEXANDRIA
+ ST. EUTHYMIOS THE GREAT

15" Sunday of Luke

Sunday of the Canaanite

+SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HIERARCHS: +BASIL THE GREAT, +GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN, &
+JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

FEBRUARY

Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Monday
Friday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday

Sunday

Monday

1
2
5
6
10
12
18

19
25

26

27

ST. TRYPHON OF PHRYGIA / RELICS*

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR IN THE TEMPLE
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee: Triodion Begins
ST. PHOTIOS, PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE

ST. HARALAMBOS THE MARTYR

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

FIRST Saturday of Souls (with Kollyva)

Judgement Day (Meatfare Sunday

SECOND Saturday of Souls (with Kollyva)
Forgiveness Sunday / Cheesefare Sunday
Forgiveness Vespers at 4:00pm

Office of the Great Compline @6:00pm GREAT LENT BEGINS

Sundays: Orthros begins @ 8:15AM & Divine Liturgy @ 9:30AM

Weekdays: Orthros begins @ 8AM & Divine Liturgy @ 9:15AM
(We have this saint’s Relics at our Saint Andrew Reliquary) *
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IEPEX AKOAOYOIEZX

IANOYAPIOZ 2023

Kuptaki 1 H KATA ZAPKA NEPITOMH TOY XPIZTOY, BAZIAEIOY APXIENIEKONOY KAIZAPEIAZ wpa 8.15mu

Méumtn 5 TMPOEOPTIA TGN DQTON OEONEMNTOY & OEQNA TON MAPTYPQN (Nnoteia) — OpBpog, Méya
Eomepwo, Oeila Asttoupyia tou Ayiou BaotAeiouv & AkoAouBia tou Aylacpou

MNapaokeury 6 TAAMA OEODANEIA TOY SOTHPOS HMQN IHZ0Y XPISTOY; Méyag Aylacpog
ZaBPBato 7 HZIYNAZIz TOY [IPOAPOMOY KAl BAMTISTOY
Kupwaky 8 Amnodooigtwv Ayiwv Osodaveiwv
Kupwaky 15 IB° Tou Aoukd
Tpitn 17 + ANTQNIOY TOY MEFAAOY
Tetdptn 18 +AOANA3IOY TOY KYPIAAOY APXIEMISKOMQON AAEZANAPEIAS
Noapaockeury 20 +EYeymIoy O5I0Y TOY MEFAAOY
Kuptakp 22 IE" Tou Aouka
Kupwakn 29 1Z° MATOAIOY (Tiiz XANANAIAS);

Asutépa 30 TQNTPIQN IEPAPXQN +MEFA BAZIAEIOS, +PHIOPIOS O @EOAOTOS , + IQANNHE XPY:03TOMOX

DPEBPOYAPIOZ

Méurtn TPY®OQN MAPTY:*/ Nelpava

1
Napookeury 2 +H YNANANTH TOY XPIsTOY
Kuptaky 5 [12T" Aoukd (Tehwvou kai Dapioaiov) - Apxdg Tprodiou
Agutépa 6 +DQTIOY TOY METAAOY, MATPIAPXHE KQONSTANTINOYMOAEQS
Néumtn 10 +XAPAAAMMOZ IEPOMAPTYS
Kuptakiy 12 1Z° Aouka (tol Acwtou)
ZaBBato 18 A’ WuxoodapPartov (ue koAAuBa)
Kuptakil 19 Kuplakn ti¢ Anokpew
JaBpfato 26 B’ WuxoodBBatov (ue koAAuBa)
Kuplakn tii¢ Tupoddyou
Kupiaky 26
Méyag Eomepvog wpa 4:00up

Asvutépa 27 AkolouBio Méya Anodeimvwy wpa 6pup [Nnoteia]

Tnv Kvpuaxi) — OpOpog - ®pa 8.157tu & Oeia Asttovpyia - dpa 9:307p
T kaOnpepvég — Opbpoc - dpa 8t & Ocia Agttovpyia - dpa 9.157u
(Exovue o Aciyavo tov Ayiov otnv AetyavoOnkn e ekkinoio pog) *
Saint Andrew Family News January 2023



Getting to Know God

Friends, we see in the gospel of Luke
chapter 2 that the shepherds having
seen the baby Jesus returned to their
fields glorifying and praising God for
the things that they had heard and
seen. And when Christ was eight days
old, he was circumcised, and he was
given the name Jesus which had been
spoken by the angel of the Lord when
he was conceived.

Then we see that Jesus grew and
became strong in spirit and was filled with wisdom
and the grace of God was with him. For the feast
of Passover his parents went to Jerusalem
according to the custom of the feast. And when
they left to go home the boy Jesus was not with
them. He had stayed behind, and Joseph and Mary
did not know it. So, after a while they realized that
he was not in their company, and they went back
to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple
sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening
to them and asking them questions. And all who
heard him were astonished at His understanding
and answers. So, when they saw him, they were
amazed; and His mother said to him “Son why have
you done this to us? Look, your father and | have
sought you anxiously.” And he said to them, “Why
did you seek Me? Did you not know that | must be
about My Father’s business?” But they did not
understand the statement which he spoke to
them.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as our busy lives go
rushing by, we look back and say, “Where did this
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year go?” We run and run, and we
sometimes feel that we cannot
keep up. We accomplish so much
and yet there is still so much more
we want to do, but we cannot find
the time! The beginning of the new
year is a time when we must spend
a few moments to reevaluate our
direction in life. Itis a time to gain
control and prioritize the important
elements of life. For most of us
these elements include work and
family, school, church, social life, house, and much
more. Oftentimes our personal life gets pushed
back and unfortunately, our personal relationship
with God gets pushed even farther back. We need
to follow the example of our Lord Jesus who even
as a boy went to spend time in his father’s house
where He could peacefully learn and pray.

Everyone needs a few moments each day to be
alone with God and develop their relationship with
Him. It can be in the morning or in the evening or
both, but most importantly it must be time that is
quiet and undisturbed. It should be time spent
getting to know God better. And the way we get
to know God better is by reading about Him in the
Bible, praying to Him and spending time with Him.

When we read the Bible, we should pick a few
verses from the epistles of St. Paul or we can read
one of the parables which Christ taught. The Bible
teaches us about God, and it teaches us how we
should live our lives. It teaches about the person of
Christ and how we should imitate Him in word,
deed and thought. The Bible is our most important
source for learning about who Christ is.



Although, itis not enough to learn about Christ and
all the things He did and said. It is also essential
that we get to know Him almost like we know
another person, and the only way we can know
him in this personal way is to spend time with him
in prayer each day. Imagine if you wanted to marry
someone but you never spent time with them. You
could say you know who they are, but could you
say you really know them? Could you say that you
were close with someone whose house you never
visited and whom you never invited to your home?
Again, someone whom you never spend time
with?

This is why spending time with God in prayer is so
important for really getting to know Him. This
prayer time is a time when we can thank Him for
all the good things we have in life. These things
include our spouses, children, friends, the food we
eat, and a peaceful life. This is also a time to ask
Him to help with our difficulties in life, like
problems at work, a sick relative, or the burdens of
school. We should include an opportunity to think
about and to ask for forgiveness of our sins in

HOUSE BLESSINGS

Fr. John Theodosion will begin the HOUSE
BLESSINGS in our community on the 1% week in
January 2023. St. Andrew Parishioners will be
notified of his pending visit. Please look for a
“BLUE PosT CARD” indicating date and time.

We will also be announcing in the WEEKLY BULLETIN
the TOwNS that Fr. John will be visiting. If you don’t
receive “BLUE PoST CARD” when your TOWN is
listed, please contact the office ASAP and make
arrangements for «AGIASMO» in your home.

thought word and deed. Also, to help us change
and turn from sin. It’s a time to listen to that “still
small voice” (1 Kings 19:12), inside us which He will
use to guide us.

To close our quiet time, we can praise and glorify
God for His goodness and mercy, and for all He has
done for us. His Birth, the Cross, the Resurrection,
and for all the other blessings in our lives, both
great and small.

As you begin the New Year, make a commitment
to yourself that you will follow the example of
Christ to pray in quiet and to come to His Father’s
house and our Heavenly Father’s house to spend
time with Him. Invite Him to spend time with you
in your house in prayer, visit His house and pray
because you will come closer to Him, and you will
truly know Him. His example will guide you and
give you strength to help you cope with the rigors
of daily life. Don’t put it off, because you don’t
want to say the same thing next year, “Where did
this year go?!! You want to be like to the shepherds
who after seeing Christ returned to their homes
praising and glorifying God.

ATIAZMOYZ

O . Iodvvng ®eoddc10V O EEKIVIGEL TIG EMICKEYIS
Yo aylopo otV Kowotntd pog tyv 1" gfoopdda
Tov lavovapro tov 2023. Ov Evopiteg 6Oa
evnuep®BoHV ylo TV EKKPEROVOA ETICKEYT TOL. O
MaPete o MIIAE KAPTA mov deiyver v
NUEPOUN VIO KOl THY GPAL.

Eniong 6o avakowdocovpe oto EBAOMAAIKO
AEATIO tv méAn mov o 7. lodvvng Ba emokeel.
Edav oev Aapete " MITAE KAPTA " 6tav n I[IOAH
GoG glvon KOTOYOPNUEVN,
EMKOWMVNGTE HE TO YPOPEID OGO TO GLVTOUATEPO

TOPUKAAOVLE

Kol Kévte puOpicelg yuoo tov «Aylacuo» 6To Ot
GOG.
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60 Years of Faith, with works and love.

On behalf of my wife Claire and our
children, and grandson, | am so thrilled
to join you all today as it’s such a
blessing to see so many dear and
wonderful friends. First and foremost
are my  stepparents  Father
Konstantine and Presbyter Spyridoula
Tsigas and their children and grandson
Manoli along with Father John and my
favorite Belleville girl, Presbytera
Athena Theodosion.

When | first walked into St Andrew in 1986 | did not
know what to expect. As a matter of fact, | was
scared as | had met Fr. Tsigas way back in 1979 when
he would journey from Dover to Palisades Park, NJ
to visit a friend of my first wife who was dying of
cancer. | couldn’t then fathom how a priest would
travel almost 40 miles to comfort a family when |
knew that 2 miles down the road, there was a GO
Church in Fairview.

This bearded man who spoke only Greek looked
very austere and | was told not to let him know that
| was Jewish, or this Greek girl would be
excommunicated.

However, in 1986 | met the same man, a little greyer
in the beard but now his arms were wide open with
love as he knew that | had become a Christian the
year before.

Both Father and Presbytera had
this wonderful body language that
made you feel the true agape love
as it exuded from every pore of
their being. | thought that my
L Greek name was either “pethi
mou” or “agape mou”.

By February of 1987, | was doing
the “Big Fat Greek Wedding thing
as | stood half naked in a molded
frog kiddie pool as my godparents, Christina and
George Minakakis helped Father bring me into the
faith. | had made it to the big league and | was so
grateful.

The church lucked out as the Tsigas family was a
wonderful package with Vasso and Katerina
spearheading the YAL at the time while their oldest,
Demetri was up in Brookline, MA at the seminary.

Father and Presbytera were there for all of the good
times and we reveled in each other’s love. He had a
great sense of humor and humility as he loved to
hear me imitate him. Then in 1989, my seven years
of tribulation began. First with a horrible case of
chickenpox as a 37th birthday gift from my children.
Then our business burnt down and we lost
everything. Shortly after my business partner and

E 4 $ 5

!
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close brother rousm Jerome died a}er a her '

transplant from Mehmet Oz at Columbia
Presbyterian.

The day of Jerome’s funeral on March 18, 1991, |
received a call from Father Tsigas as he was praying
very hard for months with me for my cousin. He said
that he would come to Morristown to our house and
follow us down to the Temple in Matawan. He asked
if he should wear his collar as it may upset my
relatives. | said to him that | was honored to have
him there and that he should wear the collar as | was
so proud of him and my New faith in Christ.

As the years went by and divorce ensued, there
were times in which my life took on the charm of a
paranoid’s nightmare. Father Tsigas and the loving
folks at St Andrew were my constant in the chaos.
One Sunday morning | must have looked so down
that a little old Greek lady named Maria Pallis
grabbed me and said two words that snapped me
out of my funk immediately. These were the most
profound words | ever was told as she said, “Be
Strong!”

Even though | was the Xenios in the marriage, you’ll
never left nor forsook me. When | fell you all raised
me up again. You did not cease doing everything
until you led me to the point in which, by wonderful
grace and mercy, God sent me a wonderful woman
who loves me a lot and whom | love with all my

heart. And yes this Irish Catholic girl from Kearny
became Orthodox before our wedding in 1997 as
she too fell in love with Father Tsigas and St Andrew.

No one can last forever in the same role and by 2004
at the age of 76 Father Tsigas retired and His
Eminence chose Father John from Piscataway to
lead us. He knew what he was doing as this tall
young man blessed with a gentle and sweet humble
manner took the reins in the middle of a massive
building project and has led St Andrew for almost 19
years. Father and Presbytera Tsigas (the woman
who is in front of the man) would have been a hard
act for St John Chrysostom to follow. Yet his
winsome Presbytera and his cute and growing
family have been a blessing to all of us.

Last but not least, there are so many special people
here tonight. 1 want to thank our last of the
Mobhicans, Takis Seretis as he was an integral part in
making sure Morris County had an Orthodox Church
in 1962. | can stand here and name names for hours
but there are three ladies that have to be mentioned
as they have been the guts and glue that have held
this community tightly together. They are our
brilliant, competent, discreet, and totally proficient
secretaries, Maria Kostakis, Cathy Barret, and our
blessed Bessie Petrakos.

God bless you all. Thank you from the pit of my soul.
May God grant you and St Andrew many, many,
many years!!!

S’agapo poli, George Moshen

George Moshen, Fr Konstantine Tsigas, Peter Petrou
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HOMOGENEITY

Feast of Saint Andrew at Randolph New Jersey Shrine
November 30, 2022 By Michalis Kakias

Moptr Ayiou Avdpéa Lepo vad Pavtodd NEag lepaéng

PANTOA®. NEA IEPZEH. Méyag mavnyupLkog
€0mepLvVoC tTeAéotnke tnv Tpitn 29 NospPBpiou otov
KATAWEOTO amd mLotoug eoptalovta LEpO vaod ToU
Ayiou Avdpéa otnv moAn PavtoAd NEag lepogng,
XopooTtatouvrog tou Emtokomnou Mndeiag k.
AnootoAou, BonBoupevou amod mAeLada LepEwv.

210 KPUYUA Tou o Emiokomog k. AlooTtoAog
avadepbnke otn {wn kat to Bio Tou Ayiou Avdpéa,
TOV OTIOL0 XAPAKTHPLOE WG EVOV OO TOUG
Kopudaiou¢ AooTOAoUG Tou XpLoTou SLoTL
avéhaBe tnv euBuvn va dibatet kat va knpueL Ty
aAnBela Tou Evayyeliou.

Xopoaotatouvtog Tou Emokdnou Mnbelag k. Atootolou,
BonBolpevoc amnd mAelada Lepéwv, TEAEGTNKE O TOVNYUPLKAG
£0TIEPLVOC oTOV 0ptalovTa Lepd vao Tou Ay. Avdpéa otnv
TOAN PavtoAd Néag lepaéng. Qwroypadia: EBvikog
Krpu&/MixaAng Kakidg

Onweg avédepe, «NTav o MPWTOC ou KANBNKE amo
Tov XpLoto va yivel Amdotolog, yU auto Kol otnv
opBddotn  mapadoon  ouxva
‘NpwtokAnTog’.

arokaAeital

Elval o ayloc mou Hog EVWOE HE TOV MAAOTN HAG,
Héow tou Okol Tou maboug, SidackaAiag Kol
nipoowrikoV Biov. Eival o mpootdtng moAAwv

noAewv g EAAadag, tng Kumpou kat W6puTtng tTng
puovadiknc EkkAnoilog ava Tov KkOOUO, TOU
Owoupevikou pag Moatplapyeiou, Omou elvat o
dapog tng OpBobdotiac.

MEéAn tou ekkAnolaotikol cupuPouliiou. Ald aplotepad, oL:

wtnpng Mntpadkog, Nikodaog MovokdavSulog, mpoedpag,
Mwpyog Namavikohdou, MavAog MavvikomouAog,
Mavaylwtng 216eptdg, MiydAng Zepyiov. Qwroypadia:
EBvIKOC KApu&/MuydAng Kakidg
0 Aylog Avdpéac Beparmevel mToAOUG avBpwmoug
KaOnuepLVA Kal OToLOG ETUKOAECTEL TO OVOUA TOU
Ba tov BonOnosL.

To Gvouad tou onuaivel avdpeia, lvat o dylog mou
Sivel Suvapn, yU' auto otig SUOKOAEG KATOOTAOELG
va tov avalntarte Kat ekeivoc Oa BplokeTal mavra
Simha oag

Xpovia moAAd kat euAoynuéval

O LEpaTIKOC MPOIOTAPEVOC TNG evoplac, T. lwavvng
Oeobdoaiou, kaAwadploe tov Emiokomo k. AlmdotoAo
Kot OAOUG TouG Lepeic kaL euxnBnke otnv OpoyEvela
Xpovia oAQ.

O mpbedpog TOU €eKKANOLOOTIKOU ouuBouAiou,
NikoAao¢ Movokavduhog, TOvioe otov «EOvIKO
Knpuka» OtL n ekkAnota tou Ay. Avbpéa elval pia
MOAU Iwvtavr) Kol OUVEXWG QVATTUCOOUEVN
KoLvoTNTAL.
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«H ekkAnola pag», eime, «amoteAeital anod 450 YEUHO OTOUC TTOPEUPLOKOUEVOUG OTNV KOLVOTLKNA
LEAN, Ta omoia aufdvovtol CUVEXWC. aiBouoa.

‘Exoupe Katnxntiko, GOYA, HOPE, JOY, ®ontwyo,
Bulavtiviy xopwdia, AHEPA, ‘Ouyatépeg tng
Mnveldénng’, ZUAoyo lovéwv, Tunua EAAnvVikoU
X0poU Kat poypappa ‘Mikpol Ayyedol’.

MNpoodata n ekkAnoia pog yioptaoe ta 60 xpovia
W6pUoewC t™NG. KAVOUME T TTAVTA yloL va TNV
Slatnprijooupe 000 KoAUTEpa yivetal, Pptiafape
VEEC elKovoypadieg, TomoBeTnoaue KalvoupyLa
XaAld, emiokevaloupe ta KoBiopata Kol aAla,
wote ta madld pog vo €xouv €vav opopdo
TIVEUUOTIKO XWwpo Omou  tautoxpova Ba
Stdaockovtal tnv  eA\nVIKA  YAwooa Kol
TLOALTLOUOY.

H mpdedpog tng Dlomtwyxou AdeAdotntag,

Mapia MianAién, oavadepbnke oto peydho Mé&An thg @ortwyou ASeAdotnTag. Ano apLoTepd, otL:
KOLVWVLKO €pyo Tou emiteAel o cUAAoyog pe ta 120 Mapia MixanAisn, mpdedpog, Xpuodven Mnopaoika, Elprvn
HEAN, poodépovtac UMLKY Kat nOwkr PoriBsia o Zepkovn, Mapw NikoAdou-Zouotep, Mapia Ztapoutoou,

SUVQVOPMIOUC TIOU  €xouv  avdykn, bTwxolC, Elprivn Oépvk. Dwtoypadio: EBVIkOG Knpu&/MuxdAng Kakiag

aoteyouc, UAAKLOPEVOUG, EVW Ttavta BonBouv tnv
€KKANGla og OAEC TIC EKONAWOELG.

O uneBUvVOG Tou Tipoypappatog Goya, Mavaylwtng
218epLAg, TOVLoE OTL Ta AL oo 12 péxpt 18 etwv
OUMMETEXOUV 0t  Hla  Olpd  €KONAWOEWV,
BpnoKeUTIKOU,  KOWWVIKOU Kol  aBAntikol
TLEPLEXOUEVOU, OE XOPEUTIKEG TIAPAOTACELG, OMASEG
BoOAel koL  UMAOKET KoL  TOAAEGC  AMAEG
SpaotnpLOTNTEC.

H unevBuvn tou Katnxntikou, npecButépa ABnva
Oeobooiou, 6nAwoe ott 70 maiwdia Sidackovrol
KaBe Kuplakn Ttig afie¢ tou EAAnviopoU kol tng
OpbBodoiiac.

H SaokdAa tou EAAnvVikoU oxoAeiou, Apxovtia
®popoulomovAou, aveédepe OTL Ta padnupata twv 8
tafewv yivovtal kaBe Méumtn amod tig 4:30 péxpl
6:30, pe Toug

HaBNTEC VA CUPUETEXOUV KoL VAL YLOPTALOUV OAEG TLG
€0OVIKEG KOl BpNOKEUTIKEG YLOPTEG.

TéNOC, va onpelwBEl OTL Apéowe HETA TOV Left to right: Rev Fr John Theodosion, Presbytera Athena,

Eomepwvod n OAGTTwxoc ASEAGOTTA apebeas Presbytera Spiridoula, Rev Fr Konstatnine Tsigas
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Altar Boys were tonsured
by His GRACE BISHOP APOSTOLOS OF MEDEIA

On November 29t, 2022, the Vesper Service of St. Andrew, several of our Altar Boys were
tonsured by His GRACE BisHOP APOSTOLOS OF MEDEIA. Altar Boys undergo a trial period during which
they learn what they are expected to do as Altar boys. When this trial period is over, the priest
recommends to the Metropolitan names of boys who serve the church to be tonsured and
become Readers of the church. The ceremony is a short but important one in the life of the church
and can only be celebrated by the Bishop. This was an opportune time for this to happen while
His Grace came for the Great Vespers Service at St. Andrew. The boys went before the His Grace
holding their “Orarion” or stole neatly folded. They knelt before the Bishop, who read the Prayer
for the Tonsure of a Reader. He then cut their hair in the form of a Cross just like when they were
baptized, as a symbol of a gift of their sacrifice to God. He then took each of the boys Orarion and
placed it over their head as a symbol of them coming under the yoke of the priesthood. His Grace
Bishop Apostolos proclaimed “Axios” and the people responded “Axios” in response. It was a
joyous ceremony to see ten of our young men become members of the lower orders of the
priesthood. The following boys were tonsured that night. Alexander Barret, Joseph Theodosion,
Johnathan Crysler, Maximos Hambos, Andreas Theodosion, Stavros Monokandilos, Andreas
Hambos, Themelis Monokandilos, Anthony Mitrakos, Konstantinos Giannikopoulos.
We congratulate them and wish them success. “Axios”

Adapted from “The Altar Boys Guidebook” by Fr. M. T. Kontogiorgis
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Goya has had a very busy
December. Many fun and
exciting activities occurred
during the 12" month of 2022,
including playoffs for volleyball
and basketball. Both of the
seasons for volleyball and
basketball were educational
and enjoyable. Looking at
volleyball, the senior girls were
ranked fifth in the playoffs and
led a 3-4 season. The junior
girls also had a good season,

however fell short of the
championship. The senior
boys’ basketball team

additionally fought long and
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hard and unfortunately lost the
first round to Wycoff. The junior
boys’ basketball team were
more successful. They started
with a bye moving them to the

| semifinals where they beat
. Tenafly. And in the finals round,
| their victory continued as they

beat Roseland. So
congratulations to junior boys
for  bringing the juniors
basketball trophy to St
Andrew.  Throughout both
seasons, The GOYAns
respected all of  their

teammates and prayed along
with some of their Orthodox
Christian brothers and sisters.

) Besides sports, Goya also

yaee had more events.

This

&% month GOYAns held a
=% movie night.
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The GOYAns enjoyed the Christmas classic, Elf. GOYAns also went Christmas caroling, singing

for parishioners and people who are shut in. Finally, Goya had their annual Christmas dance in

Trenton. December was an eventful month, bringing GOYAns closer to each other and Christ.
Written By : Jonathan Crysler
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GOYA Advisers Executive Board 2022-23 Board Members
President: Despina

Polymnia Crysler Karmen
Marlena Karipidis VP: Jonathan and Dora Demi
Roslyn Monokandilos Treasurer: Peter Themelis
Diana Sedereas Recording Secretary: Ava Elisabeth

Corresponding Sec.: Michael

Peter Sedereas L .
Historian: Vageli
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“GREEK LETTERS DAY”

Every year on the 30" of January, our church honors
the three Hierarchs: Saint Basil the Great, Saint
Gregory the Theologian, and Saint John the
Chrysostom, commonly named “an earthly trinity.”
This day is also called “Greek Letters Day” because
they were great scholars and the most educated in
their time. The three Hierarchs studied all known
sciences and arts, attended the best schools,
promoted the Greek language, and tied it to
Christianity. We honor them as Christians, Greeks,
teachers, and parents.

As Christians, we kept our church in Christ strong
and with wisdom, managed to shed the light of our
true faith when in the 4th century, divided the
church due to the heretical teachings of Arius. They
taught us to worship and glorify the Holy Trinity, the
one God in three persons. All three of them wrote
many books on our faith. Our Sunday Liturgy was
created by John the Chrysostom and the Great
Liturgy. The liturgy, known as the “Great Liturgy of
Saint Basil,” is performed ten times a year.

The Saint Andrew Greek Orthodox church and
Hellenic Afternoon School honor these three saints
today. We should look upon them as role models.
We ask them to bless us, to have love, wisdom, and
philanthropy.

All three were philanthropists and originated from
wealthy families; they used their fortunes to help
people in need, regardless of religion; the homeless,
the hungry, the elderly, and the ill found shelter
through them.

Two pieces of advice from Saint Gregory the
Theologian:

e Concerning teaching:
“Love your students as if they were your own
children.”
“Either teach with your example or do not teach

atall.”
e On parenting:
“Make your children’s souls beautiful with the
proper education; everything else will follow.”

HMEPA TQN rPAMMATQON

KaBe xpovo otig 30 lavouapiou, n ekkAnoia pog
yloptalel KoL TWA TOUC 3 lepdpxeg, TOV
Méya Baaoilelo, tov Fpnyoplo tov OeoAoyo Kot Tov
lwadvvn oV
Xpuoootopo. Mia emiyeia Tpluada OnMwE TOUG
arokoaAouv!

Auti n nuépa ovopaleTal Kal NUEPA  TWV
POUUATWY, YLOTL KOL Ol TPELG TOUG ATAV HEYAAOL
S16aokaloL Kal oL Tio popdpwHévoL amd OAoug yla
Ta Xpovia ekeival Imovdacav OAwvV Twv e6WV
TIC ETLOTAUEG KOL TEXVEG TNG ETOXNAG TOUG KAL TIRyaV
ota kKoAUtepa oxoAeia. MpowBnoav tnv EAAnvIKA
Mwooa Kat TNV ouvédeoav HE TNV XPLOTLOVLKN
TILOTN KL PE TO XPLOTLAVLKO K pUYHA.

Toug TwoUue cav Xplotiavol, cav EAAnveg, cav
S16aockahoL KoL oav YOVe(G.

Qg Xplotiavol, ylatl autol tav mou Kpatnoav tnv
ekkAnola Tou Xplotou Oduvat KoL HE TNV
codla TOug UMOPECSAV VA CKOPTILOOUV TO WG TNG
oAnBuwn¢ mioctewc, Otav Tov 40 awwva N €KKAncio
NTav SLXOOUEVN ATTO TG ALPETLKEG SLOACKAALEC TOU
Apeiou. Mag Oidafav va Aatpeloupe Kkal va
dofoloyoupe tnv Ayla Tprada.

Kat ol tpelg toug éypaav moAla BiBAla yia tnhv
niotn pag. H Kuplakatikn Oela Aesttoupyia
ypadtnke kal kablepwbBnke amd tov lwdvvn Tov
Xpuooaotopo, n &g Beia Aettoupyla mou £xel ypadtel
and tov Méya Baoilelo, teleitat 10 Ppopég TO
XPOVoO.

AUTOUG TOUG TPELG PEYAAOUG Ayloug TIUA QUTAY TNV
nUépa n ekkAnoia pag kot to EAAnVIko oxoAeio. Oa
ETPETE OAOL HAC VA TOUG £XOUUE oav Ttapadslyua
TPOG Kipnon. Toug InTAue Tamneva va pag ¢wtilouv
wote  va  €Youpde  ayamn, ocodla Kol
davbpwnia onwg kat ekeivol! Omolog eixe
avaykn, avefoptntw¢ Opnokeiag, ol ptwyol, oL
TIELVOOUEVOL, OL YNPOLOTEPOL, OL APPwaoTol, OAol
€Bplokav BaAnwpn, otéyn Kal Bornbela Kovta Touc.
Mpoepxouevol amd  TAOUOCLEG
Xpnolgomnoinoav OAn Toug TNV MEPLoUCia yla va To
TLETUXOUV.

OLKOYEVELEC,
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AVo TOAUTLHEC CUMPBOUAEG amtd tov pnyoplo Ttov RACIAIA KENAKIN  TOOAHHDANATOVCTD  TPUIOFIH (CAORD |
OegoMoyo: ¥

‘Ooov adopa tnv Adaxn:

o) “ Ayama Ttoug pabnteég oou cav va eival dika
oou madLa.”

B) “ ‘H &ibafe pe to mapddewypa cou, f§ pnv
Sdibagelc kaBohou. “

‘Ooov adopd tnv avatpodn Twv matdlwv:
“Kavte opopdeg T PuxéC Twv matdlwyv oag PE TNV
owoTr popdwaon. OAa ta aAAa 6a akoAouBricouv.

HELLENIC AFTERNOON
SCHOOL (HAS)

The Saint Andrew Hellenic Afternoon School teachers, Education Committee and staff
would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year! We will start off the new year with several
events after our Christmas break on January 5, 2023. Fr. John will join us as the students
learn the traditions of the new year and the cutting of the Vasilopita.

The Saint Andrew Hellenic Afternoon School (HAS) commemorates The Three Hierarchs
with a wonderful program on Sunday, January 29, 2023 after church service. The students
have been working hard preparing their songs and poems. We look forward to seeing you
on this special day!

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America cordially invites all Hellenic Afternoon
Schools of the Northern New Jersey region to the 2023 Greek Letters Day Celebration,
honoring the Three Hierarchs of our Orthodox Church. This event will take place on
Saturday, January 21, 2023 at 5:00 pm at SS. Nicholas, Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox
Church of Roseland, NJ. The Saint Andrew Hellenic Afternoon School students will proudly
participate with poems and songs representing our church and love for learning the Greek
language and culture. This event will be observed by many Greek Orthodox Church
communities that will be participating. It is an honor to be a part of the 2023 Greek Letters
Day Celebration!

XPONIA NOAAA KAI EYTYXIZMENO TO NEO ETOZx!
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Pageant Dec 11, 2022

Religious Education &
Hellenic Afternoon School students
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Christmas
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ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL - SATURDAY MARCH 11, 2023

Entering its 40" year, the St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival is a way
young people in our Archdiocese can
prepare a speech on a religious topic
and present it to their parish. This year,
St. Andrew will host its Oratorical
Festival on Saturday March 11, 2023.
The winner of our Oratorical Festival
will represent St. Andrew at the
Northern NJ Diocese Festival at St.
George in Piscataway, NJ on April 1, 2023.

The Festival has two divisions. The Junior Division
for grades 7-9, for which a 3-4-minute speech is
prepared. The Senior Division, for grades 10-12, for
which a 4-5-minute speech is prepared. The topic
choices for the 2023 festival are listed below.
Annually over 200 parishes hold Festivals with more
than 800 young people participating at the Parish
level.

Please review the topic list and encourage any
young people to participate. It is a wonderful
program that encourages our young people to learn
more about their Faith and work on a life-long skill
of public speaking. If they choose to participate,
they will be guided through writing and presenting
with the help of Festival Coordinator, Athina Vella.

If you are interested in learning more, please
contact Athina at amv1823@gmail.com.

JUNIOR DIVISION (Grades 7-9)

Topic 1: Orthodox tradition teaches that the saints
remain spiritually active beyond their earthly life.
Discuss how we ask the Saints to intercede and pray
for us and why.

Topic 2: Orthodox Christians honor the Virgin Mary,
the Most Holy Theotokos. What does the Orthodox
Church believe about her and her role in our
salvation?

Topic 3: The sacraments are the
mysteries of the Church through which
God gives us His grace by actions, words,
and material objects (for example, oil,
wine, and bread). Pick one sacrament
and explain its meaning.

Topic 4. Jesus models and teaches
humility throughout His life and ministry.
Discuss the challenges of living according
to Jesus’ teachings in a society that does
not necessarily emphasize humility.

Topic 5: Consider and discuss why and how icons are
central to our faith and Orthodox practice.

SENIOR DIVISION (Grades 10-12)

Topic 1: The Ecumenical Patriarchate in
Constantinople is the highest seat and the Mother
Church of Orthodox Christians. The Ecumenical
Patriarch is the spiritual leader of 300 million
Orthodox Christians worldwide. Discuss how the
Patriarchate has been a symbol of unity, a source of
missionary growth, an advocate of dialogue among
Christians, and a defender of the historical Orthodox
Faith.

Topic 2: During times of crisis, our faith is tested.
How are Orthodox Christians taught to understand
and manage pain and suffering?

Topic 3: The Christian message in C.S. Lewis’s The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe has influenced
many believers of Christ. How has another work of
fiction inspired people to seek Jesus Christ?

Topic 4: We have lived through a pandemic and
emerged with deep societal divides. How can our
faith in Christ heal us and take us forward together?

Topic 5: The Resurrection of Jesus Christ both
transforms the relationship between God and
humanity and alters the course of history. How
would you explain its significance to someone who
has not heard about it or is unsure if God exists?
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PHILOPTOCHOS MEMBERSHIP - 2023

Dear Philoptochos Members and Friends of Philoptochos,

We pray that this letter finds you in good health. May your heart and home be filled with peace and joy
during this Holiday season and throughout the New Year 2023. Again, we take this opportunity to ask you,
women, and men, to join or renew your Philoptochos membership for 2023. You can also “gift” a membership
to a relative, a new bride, a new steward in the community or simply someone who may not be able to pay for
their own membership. The Philoptochos membership fee is $35.00. The first $23 of this donation entitles you
to membership in The Metropolis of NJ Philoptochos ($8), as well as The National Philoptochos Society ($15).
The remaining $12 goes towards our various ministries. On the form below is also an opportunity to donate to
support a specific category of our ministries. These donations will further strengthen our ability to continue
our good work as a Philoptochos.

Our Chapter continues to provide immediate financial assistance to those in need, while participating in
philanthropic programs locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally. Our Parish Philoptochos has been and
will continue to be a haven for anyone in need of support. Should you know of anyone in need, please contact
the Church office at 973-584-0388. Our chapter performs philanthropy through various fundraising, social,
educational, religious, and cultural activities and we encourage you to be an active member in any way you can
do so. Please check below one or more areas you can assist us in our ministry and especially share with us any
innovative ideas to grow and strength ministries.

Our monthly meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. (sometimes on
Sunday after church) and all are welcome to attend. In the Service of Our Lord, Mary H. Michailidis, President
------ Ak A EE R R e N e - R --

PHILOPTOCHOS MEMBERSHIP FORM

I would like to become a new member or renew my 2023 membership of the Philoptochos Society of
Saint Andrew (circle: NEW or RENEW):

Name:

Address:

Phone #: E-mail:

Membership: $35  We need your help!! (check all that apply)

Fundraisers ___ Phone calls Baking Administrative
Donation: $ Other $50 $75 $100
dedicated toward (Check all that apply): _ Social Services __Scholarships __ Knitting/Pillow
__Food Bank __ Baking Needs ___ Other
Check total $ (Checks payable to: Saint Andrew Philoptochos
Check total $ Checks payable to: Saint Andrew Philoptochos

Return this form and check to:  PHILOPTOCHOS MEMBERSHIP
SAINT ANDREW GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH | 1447 SUSSEX TURNPIKE | RANDOLPH, NJ 07869
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A Truly New Year

As we begin a “New Year” many of us
pause and reflect upon the ending of
“Last Year”. Will this new year continue
to follow last year’s paths? Do we like
where those paths have brought us so
far? These last several years have been
rough for all of us as Covid has
significantly ~ altered  our  social
landscapes. Wars, especially the Russian
invasion of the Ukraine, remind us how
difficult it is to live in peace with our
neighbors. Anyone reading the Old
Testament in the context of today’s struggles will
observe how little we have learned from the past.

Resolutions are made to address those failings from
last year. Most of us stop and consider our health,
our weight, our bad habits, and make some sort of
effort to improve on those things that we’ve fallen
short of achieving last year. But the one thing many
of us fail to evaluate is our spiritual lives. What does
that actually mean? How do evaluate your spiritual
health?

It starts with a simply question - do you yearn for
God? What role does God play in your daily life? Do
you find the time to talk with God and then listen to
God’s reply? How important is the Divine Liturgy and
are you receiving the Body and Blood of the Savior
we proclaim? Has this troubled world become your
troubled life?

Christmas is a wonderful time of year as most
embrace the spirit of gift giving and celebrating
special relationships. But has all of this merriment for
Christmas lost the “reason for the season”? If we are
no longer comfortable expressing our faith, what
sort of faith do we have anyway? Have we forgotten
the enormous price paid by the martyrs for the life
lived in response to a reality the world cannot
accept? It has become so easy to simply remain
quiet, keep faith personal, and no longer proclaim
the new creation begun on Christmas Day.

Christmas presents us with an
unbelievable claim - “God” has embraced
the fullness of our humanity in order to
bring us back into “God’s” divinity. Sadly,
most of us haven’t a clue what that really
means for our lives. We live with that one
un-opened gift and imagine we have all
that we need. The anxiety that most of us
are beginning to experience is an
indication of the poor health of our
spiritual lives. Instead of returning to
God, to the Church, many of us seek
worldly solace in the empty promises of materialism
and self-centeredness.

We are living more compassionate lives. No other
generation is being more tolerant of difference. We
have punished each other far too long due to
differences that should remind us of God’s creative
diversity. Christmas is a reminder of our common
humanity, yet hatred and discrimination continue to
keep us torn apart from each other and God. How
ironic that Jesus was crucified for being radically
different to what was expected of Him!

The Bible alerts us to the consequences of lives lived
apart from God, yet so few know these signs. Isn’t it
time in this “New Year” to assign yourself the task of
reading the Gospels? What a wonderful thing it
would be if the humanity of Jesus taught you
something new about yourself? One of Jesus’ most
radical teachings was “rebirth” - you must be born
anew! This isn’t just promising to be a better person
by showing improved ethics; rather, it is a challenge
to undergo a remarkable transformation that brings
us into the Kingdom of God! We say so often “Thy
Kingdom come” and fail to realize that this only
happens if “Thy will be done”! Do you even know
“God’s Will"?

The best place to begin discovering God’s Will is to
begin reading the Bible on a regular routine. There
are many ways to start a Bible Study at home. All too
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often, however, many new to the Bible find it difficult
to begin. This is where the Church can offer you
guidance and it is highly recommended that you
speak with Father John about your desire to
undertake this spiritual path.

Perhaps one of the most neglected ways to spiritual
health is prayer. Real prayer is so much more than
simply reading or reciting. A genuine prayer life
requires effort on our part to allow God to speak to
us through our prayers. Because we live in a very
“noisy” world, we often find it very difficult to hear

This also requires guidance and here the Church is
our center for prayer. Many who are pursuing a
genuine prayer life have established a relationship
with a Spiritual Father. Think of it as having a
personal coach for your spiritual health.

So let this “New Year” introduce you into
what is truly “New” by making a determined
effort to renew your commitment to our
Church and taking advantage of the many
helpful ways it offers us for bring “New”life
to our spiritual life.

God speaking to each one of us within our needs. Herbert Schuster

Daughters of Penelpe NEWS

On November 20th, the Daughters Of Penelope celebrated

FOUNDER’S DAY with a wide variety of activities. The RS
Daughters of Penelope was founded on November 16, ,Fen el \ N
1929, in San Francisco After hosting coffee hour, Father : OFe

Tsigas drew the winning raffle ticket for a $2,000.00 §
Travel Voucher. Congratulations to the lucky winner |
holding raffle ticket number 257 from Sparta, NJ. We
thank those who sold and purchased tickets which allows
the DOP to continue to support so many worthwhile
charities. After the drawing we continued the day with a
Visitation from our District Lodge and initiation of our
two newest members, Anna Kavalos and Eleni Kyriakidis. 3
The day of celebration ended with a wonderfully well
attended luncheon at Casa de Pasta where we enjoyed a delicious meal along with some of our AHEPAns.

Alexandet 423

= Ha oA fomaers ‘Da »
S T |

For more information on our DOP organization, please contact Eleni Boyadjis at eboyadjis@aol.com
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“Bless His Heart, Sometimes, He Just Don't Get It”
(Without Mirrors We Often Get Pronouns Wrong
- An Everyday Christmas Message)

By Bill Marianes!

A Southern phrase | love says: “Bless his heart,
sometimes, he just don’t get it.” I love that it starts
with a blessing. Indeed, generally, when someone
starts by blessing your heart, get ready for the other
shoe to drop.

| have heard this phrase a lot, so | started to wonder
about the pronoun. Is it just “he” we’re talking
about who is so dense or blind or in the darkness
that he doesn’t get it? Or might the pronoun be too
narrow? Might it really be “me” or “I” or “we” who
doesn’t get it.

OK, let’s start at the beginning. “In the beginning
God made heaven and earth...Then God said ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light.” The first
recorded words of God in Genesis 1:1, 3 were his
creation of the light. So essentially everything
begins in darkness and then God brings the light. A
short time later in Genesis 1:26, we get to the big
“pronoun moment” in the creation story: “Then God
said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness.”

Wait. What? Why didn’t our Father, the creator of
everything, say | will make men in My image and
likeness? Who is this “Us” and “Our”? The Orthodox
Study Bible (page 5) teaches us: “The Holy Trinity
also made man. God the Father is speaking to God
the Son (St. John Chrysostom), and He uses the
personal pronouns Us and Our. These pronouns
indicate the three distinct Persons: the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit... Man is not one in nature
with the Holy Trinity. But he was made in the image
and likeness of the Holy Trinity; and he was made
male and female. Therefore, the dignity of each man
and each woman is this image and likeness.”
(emphasis added)

Tomake clear that Christ was there at the beginning,
we learn from John 1:1-2: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God.” And,

of course, “the Word” and the “He” is the eternal
Son of God. He didn’t just appear in the New
Testament on the day we now celebrate as
December 25th. He was actually there at the
beginning, and has been there for all times, and will
be there forever and ever.

So, there we are. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
whose birth we now commemorate and celebrate
on a specific day in December actually made a
referenced appearance from “the beginning ...” of
all times. In so doing, even Holy Scripture challenges
us to rethink pronouns, not only in the context of
creation, but in the context of calling and ultimately
judgment.

We often realize that when we look in the mirror,
we can visibly see ourselves and how others see us.
Yet there is a deeper dimension of who we are. That
which is unseen by others in our hearts, or unknown
to them because we keep it a secret. We choose to
keep some of ourselves in the darkness.

In John 1:5 we learn: “And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”
The word “comprehend” meant both “understand”
and “overcome.” (Orthodox Study Bible, page 1421)
Perhaps, one of the messages of the celebration of
Christ’s birth on this earth, is to truly let the light
overcome the darkness in our lives.

What does Christ being with God from the
beginning, and us letting the light shine, have to do
with the title of this stewardship sound bite of the
proverbial “him” that sometimes just doesn’t “get
it?” In Matthew 7:1-3 we learn, “Judge not, that you
not be judged. For with what judgment you judge,
you will be judged; and with the measure you use,
it will be measured back to you. And why do you
look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not
consider the plank in your own eye?” (I love the
modern-day image of a “plank” in one’s eye, even
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though the obviously the contextual meaning is
different.)

Instead of judging what the “other guy” doesn’t get,
let's take a brief moment to explore what
“we/l/me/you” might not get. Christmas is a time of
peace, love, family and sharing. It is a season of
celebration. But what are we celebrating? (No, | will
not devolve into a diatribe about the unspiritual and
unhealthy preoccupation with gift giving instead of
focusing on Christ’s birth. You’ve got that, right?)

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who was with us
from the beginning, on one historic day came down
to be with us in person to teach, to preach and to
reach. So how are we doing with that? Have we
taken the time to “get” what he asked us to learn
and do? Have we prayerfully reflected on all of the
many gifts our Father has given to each of us and
consider sharing them with others? Have we
contemplated the unimaginable good that we are
capable of accomplishing, if only we stopped
worrying about what the “other guy” didn’t get and
instead focused on the light we can bring into this
world?

What if Christmas was every day? What if we could
daily re-create the great feelings of love, and peace,
and joy and helpfulness that we experience during
the Christmas season? What if every day, we
changed our pronouns of judgment of the other guy,
and instead looked into the mirror at who we were,
and reflected on what God has called us to do, and
then just got on about doing it? Indeed, we could
become living icons of Christ’s presence every day
of the year and every day of our all too short lives
on this earth.

While our Lord has been with us since the beginning
of time, we have the unique opportunity to use the
occasion of his human birth to re-commit to making
a difference. You see, | believe that stewardship is
what you do with all of the gifts God gave you. What
you do with them every day of your life. It’s all about

you, so don’t worry about what others do, or don’t
do, with their gifts. Instead, let us focus constantly
and consistently on giving thanks, and daily
celebrate our Lord’s continued presence. And with
His help, we will conquer the darkness that exists in
our world today.

So, my brothers and sisters, | want to give you a
Christmas gift today and every day of your life.
Actually, I want to help you give yourself and
everyone around you a daily Christmas gift. Just look
into the mirror of your soul and see who you are and
what you are good at, which is likely what you have
been called to do. And then find someone else with
whom you can share the light. Your light. And the
Light of the world.

Just as we are told that a star lit the night and
brought the faithful to celebrate a new birth, let
your light shine to celebrate Christ’s life every day.
Live your stewardship calling and what God has
called you to do. So, let’s just flip those pronouns
around and, “bless your heart,” just get on with truly
celebrating Christ’s birth and presence each and
every day. The only thing standing in the way of
every day being Christmas day is you, and me, and
not that other guy or gal.

To help you with this task, let me humbly suggest
that you take your favorite image of Christmas and
place it all around you. On your mirror at home.
Below your computer screen at work. Next to your
speedometer in your car. As the screen saver on
your cell phone. Not just one day or month. Instead,
keep Christmas alive every day. And in so doing keep
Christ alive in your life just as he has been alive and
in our midst since “the beginning.”

Merry Christmas every day and may God bless you
on your journey as you discover and live your
stewardship calling. My prayer for you is that you
“SOTPAETJ)” (stay on The Path and enjoy the
journey). God bless.

1 Bill Marianes is the Chief Evangelist Officer of the Stewardship Calling ministry focused on helping people and parishes discover and live
their stewardship callings so that they may have a good account before the awesome judgment seat of Christ. The always free
www.stewardshipcalling.com website contains many resources to help churches and parishioners with stewardship, strategic planning,
engaged discipleship, discovering your WHY, servant leadership, effective communications and church operational excellence. Bill is also a
member of the Orthodox Ministry Services Team: https://orthodoxministry.org/. Bill can be reached at Bill@stewardshipcalling.com.
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NORTHERN

TYAL

NORTHERN NJ YAL

, . DINNER BUFFET | CASH BAR | DJ ALEX KOUROS’ .
‘- (BRAVO SOUNDS)

LIBERTY HOUSE
76 Audrey Zapp Dr, Jersey City, NJ

JAN. 06 | 7:30PM-
20295 12:30AM

EARLY BIRD - $75
FULL PRICE $95

https://nnjyalnewyearsbash.eventbrite.com

Facts & Fictions in Criminal Justice
Tuesday, January 31 at 7:00 pm

(snow date Feb. 1)

John M. Paitakes, Ph.D,
Professor Emeritus at Seton
Hall University, explains
some of the major issues
facing the criminal justice
system.

John M. Paitakes, Ph.D

Topics to be covered include:
¢ Once a criminal, always a criminal
e Thereis no rehabilitation in prison
e Probation & Parole are merely a
slap on the wrist
e Police use excessive force regularly
e Judges are too lenient

RANDOLPH TOWNSHIP FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
28 Calais Road, Randolph NJ 07869
www.randolphnj.org/library
973-895-3556
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new Consul General of Greece Mr.
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Greek Letters and the Feast Day

Greek Letters and the Feast Day of the Three
Hierarchs, St. Basil the Great, St. John Chrysostom and
St. Gregory the Theologian, the Ecumenical Teachers of

% our Holy Orthodox Faith and profound supporters of

Education.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2023, AT 5:00 PM
SS. NICHOLAS, CONSTANTINE & HELEN
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH IN ROSELAND, NJ

We are honored that His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros of America will be present, together with
His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, and that the
Konstantinos
Konstantinou will be delivering the Keynote Address.
The beautiful program will include the students of the
area Greek Schools, as they narrate various poems,
sing songs, and Greek dance with great pride. Please
join us for this beautiful event as we gather together to
honor the Three Hierarchs, and to celebrate the work
of our Greek School Educators and our Greek School
Student

W

Are You a Junior
or Senior in High Schoql?

e lnel_ !

With What

Counts

Explore What Is Next
Jom one of our

Join us for a 10 day immersive
summer program designed for you
as you prepare to make big life

decisions and start new adventures. Boston 1:

Boston 2:
San Francisco:
Apply Today at Chicago:

www.CrossRoadInstitute.org

Priority Application Deadline is January 18,2023

E]ng;'{



The Presentation of Christ in the Temple

The proud parents, Mary and Joseph, took Jesus at the end of forty days to the Temple in Jerusalem, “To present Him to
the Lord,” as was Jewish custom and offer a sacrifice, “A pair of doves or two young pigeons”. (Luke 2:22, 24)

The Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, which falls
on 2 February, celebrates an early episode in the life
of Jesus. In the Eastern Orthodox Church, it is one of
the twelve Great Feasts, and is sometimes called
Hypapante (‘Meeting’ in Greek). Other traditional
names include Candlemas, the Feast of the
Purification of the Virgin, and the Meeting of the
Lord. Scripture : The event is described in the Gospel
of Luke (Luke 2:22-40). According to the gospel, Mary
and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the Temple in
Jerusalem forty days (inclusive) after his birth to
complete Mary’s ritual purification after childbirth,
and to perform the redemption of the firstborn, in
obedience to the Law of Moses (Leviticus 12, Exodus
13:12-15, etc.). Luke explicitly says that Joseph and
Mary take the option provided for poor people (those
who could not afford a lamb) (Leviticus 12:8),
sacrificing “a pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons.” Leviticus 12:1-4 indicates that this event
should take place forty days after birth for a male
child, hence the Presentation is celebrated forty days
after Christmas. Upon bringing Jesus into the temple,
they encountered Simeon the Righteous. The Gospel
records that Simeon had been promised that “he
should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ” (Luke 2:26). Simeon prayed the prayer
prophesied the redemption of the world by
Jesus: “Now you are releasing your servant, Master,
according to your word, in peace; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared before
the face of all peoples; a light for revelation to the
nations, and the glory of your people Israel” (Luke
2:29-32). Simeon then prophesied to Mary: “Behold,
this child is set for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign which is spoken against. Yes, a
sword will pierce through your own soul, that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke
2:34-35). The elderly prophetess Anna was also in the
Temple, and offered prayers and praise to God for
Jesus, and spoke to everyone there about Jesus and
his role in the redemption of Israel (Luke 2:36-38). In
art: The event forms a usual component of extensive
cycles of the Life of Christ and also of the Life of the
Virgin, although often only one of this scene and the
visually similar Circumcision of Jesus is shown, and by

the late Middle Ages the two are sometimes
combined. Early images concentrated on the moment
of meeting with Simeon, typically shown at the
entrance to the Temple, and this is continued in
Byzantine art and Eastern Orthodox icons to the
present day. In the West, beginning in the 8th or 9th
century, a different depiction at an altar emerged,
where Simeon eventually by the Late Middle Ages
came to be shown wearing the elaborate vestments
attributed to a Jewish high priest, and conducting a
liturgical ceremony surrounded by the family and
Anna. In the West Simeon is more often already
holding the infant, or the moment of handover is
shown; in Eastern images the Virgin is more likely still
to hold Jesus.[1] Name of the celebration: In addition
to being known as the Presentation of Jesus at the
Temple, other traditional names include Candlemas,
the Feast of the Purification of the Virgin, and the
Meeting of the Lord. In the Eastern Orthodox Church
and Greek Catholic Churches (Eastern Catholic
Churches which use the Byzantine rite), it is known as
the “Feast of the Presentation of our Lord, God, and
Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple” or as “The Meeting
of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ”. In the
Byzantine tradition (Eastern Orthodox), the Meeting
of the Lord is uniqgue among the Great Feasts in that
it combines elements of both a Great Feast of the
Lord and a Great Feast of the Theotokos (Mother of
God). It has a forefeast of one day, and an afterfeast
of seven days. However, if the feast falls during
Cheesefare Week or Great Lent, the afterfeast is
either shortened or eliminated altogether. The holy
day is celebrated with an all-night vigil on the eve of
the feast, and a celebration of the Divine Liturgy the
next morning, at which beeswax candles are blessed.
This blessing traditionally takes place after the Little
Hours and before the beginning of the Divine Liturgy
(though in some places it is done after). The priest
reads four prayers, and then a fifth one during which
all present bow their heads before God. He then
censes the candles and blesses them with holy water.
The candles are then distributed to the people and
the Liturgy begins. The services for the Meeting of the
Lord contain hymns composed by many of the great
Church hymnographers: St. Andrew, Bishop of Crete
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(7th cent.); St. Cosmas, Bishop of Maiuma; St. John
Damascene;  St.  Germanus,  Patriarch  of
Constantinople (8th cent.); and St. Joseph the
Hymnographer, Archbishop of Thessalonica (9th
cent.) On the same day, Orthodox Christians also
commemorate a wonder-working icon of the
Theotokos known as “the Softening of Evil Hearts” or
“Simeon’s Prophecy.” It depicts the Virgin Mary with
her hands upraised in prayer, and seven swords
piercing her heart. This is one of the few Orthodox
icons of the Theotokos which do not depict the infant
Jesus. It is because of the biblical events recounted in
the second chapter of Luke that the Churching of
Women came to be practiced in both Eastern and
Western Christianity. Though the usage has mostly
died out in the West, the rite is still practiced in the
Eastern Orthodox Church. Date: In the Eastern and
Western liturgical calendars the Presentation of the
Lord falls on 2 February, forty days (inclusive) after
Christmas. The date of Candlemas is established by
the date set for the Nativity of Jesus, for it comes forty
days afterwards. Under Mosaic law as found in the
Torah, a mother who had given birth to a man-child
was considered unclean for seven days; moreover she
was to remain for three and thirty days “in the blood
of her purification.” Candlemas therefore
corresponds to the day on which Mary, according to
Jewish law, should have attended a ceremony of
ritual purification (Leviticus 12:2-8). The Gospel of
Luke 2:22-39 relates that Mary was purified
according to the religious law, followed by Jesus’
presentation in the Jerusalem temple, and this
explains the formal names given to the festival, as
well as its falling 40 days after the Nativity. History:
The Feast of the Presentation is among the most
ancient feasts of the Christian Church. There are
sermons on the Feast by the bishops Methodius of
Patara (T 312), Cyril of Jerusalem (1 360), Gregory the
Theologian (T 389), Amphilochius of Iconium (f 394),
Gregory of Nyssa (f 400), and John Chrysostom (t
407). The earliest reference to specific liturgical rites
surrounding the feast are by the intrepid nun Egeria,
during her pilgrimage to the Holy Land (381-384). She
reported that 14 February was a day solemnly keptin
Jerusalem with a procession to Constantine I's
Basilica of the Resurrection, with a homily preached

on Luke 2:22 (which makes the occasion perfectly
clear), and a Divine Liturgy. This so-called Itinerarium
Peregrinatio (“Pilgrimage Itinerary”) of Egeria does
not, however, offer a specific name for the Feast. The
date of 14 February indicates that in Jerusalem at that
time, Christ’s birth was celebrated on 6 January,
Epiphany. Egeria writes for her beloved fellow nuns at
home: XXVI. “The fortieth day after the Epiphany is
undoubtedly celebrated here with the very highest
honor, for on that day there is a procession, in which
all take part, in the Anastasis, and all things are done
in their order with the greatest joy, just as at Easter.
All the priests, and after them the bishop, preach,
always taking for their subject that part of the Gospel
where Joseph and Mary brought the Lord into the
Temple on the fortieth day, and Symeon and Anna the
prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, saw him,
treating of the words which they spake when they
saw the Lord, and of that offering which his parents
made. And when everything that is customary has
been done in order, the sacrament is celebrated, and
the dismissal takes place.” Originally, the feast was a
minor celebration. But then in 542 the feast was
established throughout the Eastern Empire by
Justinian I. In 541 a terrible plague broke out in
Constantinople, killing thousands. The Emperor, in
consultation with the Patriarch of Constantinople,
ordered a period of fasting and prayer throughout the
entire Empire. And, on the Feast of the Meeting of the
Lord, arranged great processions throughout the
towns and villages and a solemn prayer service (Litia)
to ask for deliverance from evils, and the plague
ceased. In thanksgiving, the feast was elevated to a
more solemn celebration. The Presentation is chiefly
observed today in the Eastern Orthodox and Anglican
traditions. In the Orthodox traditions it is the day on
which believers bring beeswax candles to their local
church to be blessed for use in the church or in the
home. Relation to other celebrations: The Feast of
the Presentation depends on the date for Christmas:
As per the passage from the Gospel of Luke (Luke
2:22-40) describing the event in the life of Jesus, the
celebration of the Presentation of the Lord follows 40
days after. The blessing of candles on this day recalls
Simeon'’s reference to the infant Jesus as the “light for
revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32).

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple (orthodoxpath.orq)
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A HISTORICAL AND PASTORAL RESPONSE TO
THE FORTY-DAY CHURCHING OF INFANTS

PART ONE:
HISTORICAL CONSIDERATIONS

by Rev. Dr. Stelyios Muksuris

The pre-baptismal rite of the forty-day
churching of infants has raised manifold _
guestions with regard to the manner of | a%
its execution by clergy. Supplementing
such quandaries are issues regarding
the gender of infants, the need to \
reassess and modify the language of | p
certain prayers, and to include the |
father into the rite in such a manner
that the focus becomes not simply the
“forgiveness” and reincorporation into
communion of the mother but the
sanctification and celebration of the
whole family in the fulfillment of the
will of God.

In this segment, | shall base my responses on the
evidence found within the manuscript tradition of
the Church, likewise analyzing the historical shift
into the variegated practices we witness today. In
the final installment, | shall proceed to make my
own suggestions for a uniform practice that is
theologically sensible and pastorally sensitive.

The Manuscript Tradition

Within the manuscript tradition of the Byzantine
Church, sources following Barberini Codex 336 from
the eight century and onward into the Middle and
Late Byzantine periods report an assortment of
practices with regard to the churching of infants. For
example, the sources all speak of infants being
brought into the holy altar. However, some
references indicate entrance only for baptized
children without any regard for gender (dveu
Slakpioews @UAov); others speak of only males
being brought in, regardless of having been baptized
or not; still others speak of all infants, male and
female, being carried into the Holy of Holies,
baptized as well as unbaptized. The prevailing
practice today, although perhaps not necessarily the
“correct” one, is to have only unbaptized or

o

baptized males enter the altar. This is the case for
two reasons: (1) when the life of the child was
endangered, it was not uncommon for baptism of
infants to occur before forty days, after which the
churching was conducted; and (2) entrance into the
altar became reserved for males, as only they had
the opportunity to advance into the major orders of
the priesthood. This second reason reflects a later
desire for the Church, presumably when the order
of the female diaconate had fizzled out in several
jurisdictional zones, to reaffirm the male priesthood
and the altar as their domain.

The codices that specify for both genders to be
brought into the altar make the peculiar distinction
that males are brought in through the south door
and presented at all four sides of the altar table
(including the front), while females are likewise
brought in through the same south door but are
presented only on the three sides and never in front
of the holy table. This later rubric, while expressing
the Church’s belief that all human life is sacred and
thus worthy to be offered as a gift to God, still
maintains a “preference” for males and
camouflages this predilection in the rationale of an
all-male priesthood.
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Under no circumstances, however, are clergy to
bring the infants through the Holy Doors of the
sanctuary. This prohibition is best explained
especially from monastic liturgy, in which the Holy
Doors are typically kept closed and opened only
during key and practically necessary moments
(entrances, censing, the communion of the faithful,
etc.). The late liturgiologist, Professor loannés
Foundoulés of the Aristotelian University of
Thessaloniki,[1] presents iconographical evidence,
arguing that iconographers are known for being
extremely meticulous and accurate in their
depictions of New Testament events as reflective of
Old Testament customs, architecture, etc. He points
to the fact that in the icon of the Meeting of the
Lord, the holy gates of the Jewish temple remained
shut during the 40-day rite performed by St. Symeon
the God-Receiver, but they were opened in the icon
of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple.

However, this argument, in my opinion, loses
credibility when one considers that female deacons
were ordained by the bishop in the altar and before
the holy table, from where they also communed at
every Divine Liturgy (although evidence suggests—
according to my own research, as well as Professors
Evangelos Theodorou and Kyriaki FitzGerald—that
their service to the Church was more pastoral than
liturgical). In addition, it was well known historically
that according to such witnesses as Canon 19 of
Hippolytus of Rome (late 2nd-3rd century), as well
as the 2nd canon of Dionysios of Alexandria and the

Byzantine canonist Theodore Balsamon, women
(presumably deaconesses) communed within the
altar. This naturally implies that ordination to one of
the major orders privileges a cleric, regardless of
gender, to enter the Holy of Holies on the basis of
his or her sacramental responsibilities and office in
the Church. Put simply, if the Church through the
bishop appoints them to a ministry or role
associated with the altar, they have every right and
expectation to serve as the Church sees fit.

When we come to Codex Sinaiticus 968 from the
15th century, we see that it is the only manuscript
known to us (there may be others that have as yet
not been discovered) which makes a distinction
between genders. That is, males are brought into
the altar but females are not. Hence, from the
Ottoman Occupation until today, this has remained
the prevailing practice. However, around the same
time or a little later, Codices Athens 662, 664, and
667, basing their rationale on the opinion of the last
great liturgical mystagogue St. Symeon of
Thessalonike (+1429), speak of an intermediary
custom, namely, bringing all children, male and
female into the altar, baptized or not (Symeon
though differed from the codices in that he ordered
only for baptized children to be brought into the
altar), but assuring that only males come before the
holy table and the three sides while females are
brought to the three sides only and never before the
table (see above).

Coming soon: “Part Two: Pastoral Recommendations”

[1] The late Professor of Liturgy at the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki I6annés Foundoulés, in his 5-volume series AravtroeLg €ig
Nettoupyikag Aropiog [Answers to Liturgical Questions], addresses at length not only the form but also the theological significance of this
pre-baptismal rite of the churching of infants, not to mention its sequence with regard to baptism and other related topics. He does so in
several responses: from volume 3, questions 304-305, 363, 381-385 (pp. 13-14, 178-179, 225-242, respectively) and from volume 5, question
516 (pp. 60-62). Foundoulés, a traditionalist in theory and always a proponent of maintaining continuity with the revered past, is not one for
advocating innovations without a sound foundational origin rooted in Tradition, but he also maintains the practical application of practices
when ancient liturgical customs appear incoherent, abusive, or serve as deterrents away from a responsible and sensible manner of worship.
The five-volume series is currently in the process of being translated in its entirety into English by an official committee of clergy and scholars,
of whom the author is a member.

Fr. Stelyios Muksuris, a Protopresbyter of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, holds an MLitt and a PhD in liturgical theology and
history from Durham University in the UK, and is completing his ThD at the University of Athens in Greece in the same area of specialization.
He is Professor and Chair of Liturgical Studies and Languages at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary in Pittsburgh, PA, a prolific author and
lecturer, and a frequent consultant on liturgical matters for the Orthodox Church. His monograph is entitled: Economia and Eschatology:
Liturgical Mystagogy in the Byzantine Prothesis Rite (Boston: Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 2013).

Public Orthodoxy seeks to promote conversation by providing a forum for diverse perspectives on contemporary issues related to Orthodox
Christianity. The positions expressed in this essay are solely the author’s and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors or the
Orthodox Christian Studies Center.
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PARENTS’ CORNER

By Alexandra Protopapas

JANUARY — New Year 2023 — New Spiritual Goals? Of Course!!!

Happy New Year 2023 everyone! This article never
gets old; it is called “10 Spiritual Resolutions for
Orthodox Christians” and | think this month I am the
first one that needs to follow through!

“1) Arrive for Church Services on time! We take for
granted the Divine Liturgy at the best of times.
Often, we believe that if we are there for the Gospel,
Sermon and Communion we have had *“a good
enough dose of God for the week.” Partaking of the
Matins or Orthros service and the full Divine Liturgy
will prepare you fully for stepping up to the precious
and life-giving Chalice of Christ. This will in turn
fortify your spiritual journey into the world for the
coming week. Our responsibility to Our Lord is to
respect the schedule laid out for us, at least once a
week.”

This | can try and not come at the end of liturgy.

“2) Ask for forgiveness from our family, friends and
Christian  brothers and sisters in  our
parish. Forgiveness is a difficult virtue to put into
practice and even more difficult to use regularly. Let
us therefore use the virtue of forgiveness as a basis
for our continued commitment to theosis and by
regarding our earthly relationships with one another
as truly important. Let us practice forgiveness, as it
is the first step in preparing for Holy Confession and
Holy Communion each Sunday.”

This | can do easily. | am not perfect. There may be
family and friends that | have said things to them on
impulse without thinking not realizing that | may
have hurt them.

“3) Learn about praying and prayers. We tend to
use the prayers we were taught as children. There
are many prayers available for parishioners to use:
check the prayer book and ask your Priest, he can
assist by providing prayers that pertain to your
specific situation(s). Pray often, more than once a
day. If you do not have a prayer corner set up in your
home, ask your Parish Priest to assist you in setting
one up.”

| always try to read different prayers and every night
| pray for my family & friends, all those living, and all
those who have passed.

“4) Become a steward in your parish and
community. Become” an active, involved, caring
Orthodox Christian. Donate to your Parish, become,
if not already, involved in keeping our environment
clean (God placed us on this earth to care for His
creations!!!), donate to food banks, school lunch
programs, etc. Create an organized community
outreach for the less fortunate residents of your
area. As stewards of humanity, it is incumbent upon
us, as Orthodox Christians to lead by example”.

My resolution is to continue to be a good steward in
my parish and my community as a parish member,
remembering my loved ones in heaven, being a
good a mother, a good friend, and a dedicated
counselor and teacher.

“5) Attend more than one (1) Church Service per
Month. Don’t be a “C” & “E” (Christmas & Easter)
Parishioner. Place prayer, worship, and Church
Services on your list of priorities, above all other
recreational activities. The benefit of a fulfilling
spiritual life will lead you to many rewards in the
future.”

| need to make a resolution to attend church more
often after | take care of my medical issues and
reach out when | need assistance.

“6) Put your God-given Talents to use. We all have
hidden talents, or talents not used to their full
potential. Recognize them, ask for guidance from
Our Lord and put them to use for the benefit of God’s
Holy Church.”

| will be more active.

“7) Invite your children, grandchildren, siblings,
and friends to Church Services. Become a host to
your own family. Guide them and explain to them
that the One Holy Universal and Apostolic Church is
the One True Church. Explain that Orthodoxy offers
all to its faithful. Bring one guest to Church per year
at least and allow God to do His work.”
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This is a good resolution. | will try that.

“8) Contact your family members that have
stepped away from your family; or if you have
stepped away, call your family. Practice patience,
understanding and forgiveness. We are on this earth
but once. We have one opportunity to practice
forgiveness and ask for it as well. It is never wrong
to come back home, even after a lengthy absence.
We should never be embarrassed to admit our faults
to our families and our desire to renew our
relationships. We must remember, we are not
perfect, we all have faults, and we never know when
we may be called by God to return home.”

| have great family ties here and abroad and we are
all very close. This one is easy! We all need to do
this all year round.

“9) Experience the life of the Church and its many
gifts to heal you. Attend Church services; come to
Confession and Communion on a regular basis. We
were born unto this earth dependent upon our Lord.
Use Confession to unburden your sins and
Communion to heal you. Rely on your Parish Priest
to be your Father Confessor and Spiritual Guide.”

So true!

“10) Recognize that we are tested by Our Lord and
tempted by the devil himself, daily. We are put to
the test daily, as in school, so in life. Pray frequently,
ask for guidance, see beyond the test, look for the
good only in all situations. Avoid temptations that
are “too good to be true.” Recognize that we are
accountable for all our thoughts, actions and
deeds.”

Prayer gets me through the day, helps me forget bad
memories, gives me strength, and it gives me hope.
This is one resolution | will keep close to my heart
always.

| am ready for my Spiritual Goals for 2023 — how
about you?

During this blessed time of the year, | hope everyone
had a Blessed Christmas Day, and | want to wish
everyone, family and friends, a Blessed New Year all
of 2023, and | would like to express my gratitude to
my faithful readers, and thank you for listening and
reading, and being a part of my life by giving me the
opportunity to write in “Parents Corner” monthly.

With these ongoing spiritual goals, let’s also
celebrate Theophania, Epiphany Day, January 6%,
with a special prayer for the occasion.

NEW YEAR’S MONTH OF JANUARY 2023.
This month’s Table Prayer Guide is from “Prayers for Special Occasions — Theophany”

“We glorify You, loving Master, Almighty, King from everlasting. Creator and Author of all. We
glorify You, only begotten Son of God, born of the Father without a mother, and of a mother without
a father. For in the previous feast, we saw You an infant; in the present one we see You complete,
perfect, manifested from the perfect God. For today the time for feasting has come and the choir
of the saints holds assembly with us, and angels celebrate with men. Today the grace of the Holy
Spirit, in the form of a dove, came upon the waters. Today the unwaning sun has dawned, and the
world is lit up with the light of the Lord. Today the moon with its brilliant rays shares its light with
the earth. Today the luminous stars embellish the universe with their joyous luster.

Today the clouds refresh humanity with a rain of justice from above.

On behalf of my son Nicholas, we would like to wish you all a Joyous and Merry Christmas and a
Healthy and Happy New Year, 2023!
Feel free to e-mail me or call with your comments and suggestions for our “Parents’ Corner” at:
alexandraproto@gmail.com (973) 214-2583
(You can also find me on FACEBOOK under my name, Alexandra Alex Protopapas)
Alexandra Protopapas M.Ed. Certified Teacher of the Handicapped and Social Sciences - Retired.  §
Educational Services Commission of Morris County, (ESC) and currently assigned to Academy of St.
Elizabeth part-time.
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THE DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE
cordially invite you to an evening of

Wine, Cheese & Art

at Saint Andrew Church Social Hall

Friday, Jan 13, 2023, at 7pm

This lecture on Vincent van Gogh will be
presented by Michael Norris, PhD.

Go, van Gogh!

Pastor and painter Vincent van Gogh
produced more than 2,000 works of art in his
last decade. Van Gogh wrote to his brother
Theo that, as he had no children, he viewed
his paintings as his progeny. Let’s explore
some of these “brilliant children,” especially
those at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

This event is free of charge and open to all
members of the Saint Andrew community.

Although this lecture is free of charge,
we do request that you RSVP by January 5th to georgiahaglund@gmail.com.

About Michael Norris
Mike got his BA in classics from the University of California at San Diego and his MA in classics and Ph.D. in art history

at the University of California at Santa Barbara. He spent twenty years at the Cloisters Museum and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York and has lectured on trips all over the world. He lives in Teaneck, New Jersey.

SAVE THE DATE !l
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.

SAINT ANDREW FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

ENJOY A WONDERFUL MOVIE SUITED FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
POPCORN AND MOVIE STYLE CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT
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SAINT ANDREW COMMUNITY PARTNERS “DIAMOND PARTICIPANTS

Contact the church office if you would like information on becoming a Community Partner.
There are various levels and opportunities that you and your business can participate in

Yoted el

“BEST DINER” ~"3°‘,? %

% " — M A

'

DIAMOND PARTNER | DIAMOND PARTNER | DIAMOND PARTNER

MW

TOWNSQUARE DINER
SERVING NORTH JERSEY THE MEAD OW WOOD
BHR ERILL WEDDINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

517 Route 10 East, Randolph « 973.328.2400
therandolphdiner.com

320 Rt 15 South, Wharton the foust WSS
Brocklyr BAGEL § DELI 973-366-7309 ey
& MEDITERRANEAN FOOD MARKET townsquare-diner.com

517 Route 10 East, Randolph « 862.244.9073
brooklynbagelanddeli.com

The Sedereas 461 US-10 Randolph, NJ
' 973-537-5454
Qchﬂtgogurt and Paxos Families

Frozen yogurt & Cliff’s homemade ice cream — you can’t beat that! welcome You !

517 Route 10 East, Randolph « 862.397.4734

themeadowwood.com

smile.amazon.com

Amazon.com will donate 0.5% of your purchases to Saint Andrew the Greek Orthodox Community
of Morris County Saint Andrew Inc. You pay the same prices for merchandise and Amazon.com
automatically sends a donation to the charity of your choice! (Also applies to AMAZON PRIME
CUSTOMERS)

Here’s how:

1) STARTING NOW, shop by going
to smile.amazon.com

2) FIRST TIME ONLY - You'll be asked to designate a charitable organization- PLEASE search for
Greek Orthodox Community of Morris County Saint Andrew Inc. & SELECT US!

Or link to our Amazon Smile Account;
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-1755125

|‘_ smile.amazon.com | _4|

3) Enjoy the same Amazon shopping experience while helping to support our church!
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BAPTISMS - BANTIZIZ

RACHEL ESME SCHNEIDER, daughter of Justin Paul Schneider and Nicole Marie Rommer of Florham Park, NJ
was Baptized and Chrismated according to the rites of our church at 11:00am on Saturday November 19",
2022 and given the name ELISSAVET — EAIZZABET. Godmother was Stephanie Sumas

MARIO REBOREDO, son of Jose M Reboredo and Olga V. Tsiavos of Mine Hill, NJ was Baptized and Chrismated
according to the rites of our church at 12:00pm on Saturday November 19%, 2022 given the name MARIO —
MAPIO. Godmother was Andreanna Tsiavos.

CRIXUS JOHN-KYLE KING, son of James Bradford King and Jade Alexandria Giokas of Andover, NJ was Baptized
and Chrismated according to the rites of our church at 12:00pm on Sunday, December 4", 2022 and given
the name JOHN — IOANNIZ . Godmother was Argyro Sokoli.

Congratulations to all and we wish them all the blessings.
Suyxapntnplo o 0OAOUG KoL TOUG EUXOUOOTE OAEC TIC EUAOYIEG. BamTiolg

OBIT & FUNEAL SERVICE - NEKPOAOTI'IO & KHAEIA

George John Kyreakakis, M.D., passed into eternal peace on November 24,
2022 at age 72. George is survived by his wife Cindy and his two brothers,
Andrew J. Kyreakakis, an attorney and Anthony J. Kyreakakis, who is also a
medical doctor and cardiologist.

George was a highly respected obstetrician and gynecologist who practiced
many decades in Hoboken, New Jersey and at St. Mary’s Hospital in Hoboken.
He was born in Jersey City and attended Lincoln High School where he
graduated in 1968 and then studied at St. Peter’s College in Jersey City. After
graduation, he attended Athens University Medical School in Greece and then
returned home and became a board-certified gynecologist and obstetrician.
He was beloved by his patients, staff and colleagues.

He was a wonderful older brother to his younger siblings and was always
encouraging and protective of them and took great pride in their
accomplishments.

George was also a loving son to his parents John and Irene Kyreakakis who were devoted to all three of their
children. They were both born in Greece and were proud of their American citizenship. John Kyreakakis became
the co-owner with his brother Anthony of the Alps Restaurant in Jersey City, which was a local favorite.

George and his wife Cindy enjoyed many happy years together. He is also survived by numerous cousins, his two
sisters-in-law, Phyllis and Elvira, and his nephews John and Andrew, and nieces Kristen and Amanda, all of whom
he cherished.

George was known for his great wit and sophistication. He made everyone laugh and feel comfortable. George
had a big heart and would literally take the shirt off his back to help someone in need. He had many interests
including great proficiency in the game of chess. He was loved and admired by all who knew him and he will be
sorely missed but his memory will endure forever in our hearts and minds.

A Funeral Service was held for the repose of his soul at on Monday November 28t 10:30am at St Andrew GO
Church. Internment followed at the Gate of Heaven Cemetery in East Hanover, NJ. May God rest his soul. Our
sincerest condolences to his family.
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Prayer For Healing

Lord our God, you who healed long-lasting and terrible diseases by your word
alone; you who healed Peter’'s mother-in-law of her fever, Master heal also Name of
the illness with which he/she is afflicted. You who chastise with pity, and heal
according to your goodness, and can put aside every sickness and disease, raise
him/her up from him/her bed of pain and suffering. Put the medicine of your mercy
on him/her and grant him/her complete healing and health. For you are the
Physician of our souls and bodies, and to you we offer glory, + together with the
Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN MEMORY OF:

+Lynn Axiotes +Michael Melekos
Peter & Irene Petrou The Bulko Family
Joanna Lignos
Eleni Stamatos +Nick Pallis
George & Aliki Ellas Elaine, Ron, Nicholas & Albert Gregorio
Marios & Eleni Constantinides
Nikolas & Harriet Karkanias +Gregory Pavelis
Konstantinos & Maria Tsilios Dimitra Mastrogiannakos
Joanna Lignos
+James Halkias Eleni Stamatos
John & Maria Kostakis John & Constance Triantis
+George Kyreakakis +Steve Tsiadis
Andrew Kyreakakis Chrysanthe Borzeka
+Andreas Loucas Donation for the Health of Maria
Peter & Julie loannou Speegle

Michael Esposito

DONATIONS can be made in HONOR of a joyous occasion, in GRATITUDE for
someone who helped you in a special way, or in MEMORY of a loved one to
SAINT ANDREW Greek Orthodox Church |

1447 Sussex Turnpike | Randolph, NJ 07869 or

website: https.//www.standrewgonj.org/ and choose PayPal / online WeShare

We will notify the recipient (or bereaved) of your kind thoughtfulness,

we will pray in our Liturgy for you, the recipient and or bereaved, and we will

announce your donation in upcoming magazine.
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SAINT ANDREW CALENDAR * LOOK FOR UPDATES ON WEEKLY E BULLETIN

WEEKLY SCHEDULE COFFEE HOUR HOSTS IN FEBRUARY: 2/5 PHILOPTOCHOS,
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Sundays after Holy Communion 2/12PTA, 2/19 DOP, 2/26 GOYA
PiLLOW & KNITTING 2'° & 4™ WEDNESDAY 11AM 2/5 TRIODION BEGINS
BAKING GRouP Tuesdays 9am 2/5 GODPARENT’S SUNDAY
Hellenic Afternoon School Thu 4:30pm 2/13 @7:30PM PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING
Greek Dancing Thu Grp 1 @6:30 & Grp 2 @7:15pm 2/18 SATURDAY OF SOULS ALSO ON 2/25 & 3/4
Greek Dancing GOYA/ Grp 3 Thursdays @8:00pm 2/23 @6:30PM GOYA MEETING
LAP_TB Determined 2/24 Faith kitchen - GOYA Hosting

Corree HOUR HOSTS IN JANUARY: 1/1 HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023, 2/27 CLEAN MONDAY - LENT BEGINS

1/3 @4:30PM GREEK SCHOOL RESUMES CoFFeE HOUR HOSTS IN MARCH: 3/5 PHILOPTOCHOS,
@6:30PM GREEK DANCE RESUMES 3/12 PTA, 3/19 DOP, 3/26 BAKALIKO
1/7 @2PM Boy ScouT COURT OF HONOR CEREMONY FOR MARCH DATE TBD SAINT ANDREW ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

ANTHONY BULKO IN OUR SOCIAL HALL
3/4 3F° SATURDAY OF SOULS
1/8 COMMUNITY VASILOPITA
3/11 SJC ORATORICAL FESTIVAL JUNIOR & SENIOR
1/9 @7:30PM PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING

1/13 @7PM WINE & CHEESE & ART SOCIAL HALL OF SA

1/20 @7PM MOVIE NIGHT AT SAINT ANDREW MORE TBA

3/12 ELEMENTARY SJC ORATORICAL FESTIVAL
3/19 HAS 25™ OF MARCH PROGRAM IN GYM
3/25 Faith kitchen Philoptochos

3/26 TENTATIVE DATE GID PARADE IN NYC

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS IN APRIL: 4/2 PHILOPTOCHOS,
4/9 ALL, 4/16 PASCHA, 4/23 DOP, 4/30 GOYA

4/8 +SATURDAY OF LAZARUS
4/9 PALM SUNDAY

1/21 GREEK LETTERS & FEAST DAY OF THE THREE HIERARCHS
AT ST NICHOLS IN ROSELAND @5PM

1/24 @7PM PHILOPTOCHOS MONTHLY MEETING
1/26 @6:30PM GOYA MEETING
1/28 FAITH KITCHEN - Parish Council hosting

1/29 HAS THREE HIERARCHS PROGRAM IN CHURCH

 — — — — ;S ;O —

MEMORIAL GIFT
ST ANDREW | 1447 SUSSEX TURNPIKE | RANDOLPH, NJ 07869-1830

Please remember the Late t in the prayers of the Divine Liturgy.

Kindly accept the memorial gift as a token of Love and Respect in his/her memory.

The deceased was the beloved (husband, wife, father, mother, other) of bereaved*

Please ACKNOWLEDGE my/our gift to a member of the family.

NAME & ADDRESS OF BEREAVED*

NAME & ADDRESS OF DONOR(S)

MEMORIAL GIFTS PAYABLE TO ST. ANDREW ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE AND WILL BE USED TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH
Reservations for: St. Andrew Community Center Gym, Social Hall or Classrooms must be made with Church Office.
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Dr. Tim Kalavronziotis, DM.D.
G/A\ T E W AY is looking forward to treating all of H&LAA RV@(

your family's dental needs at the

=3 2 2; ' ' oS Dental
, Y Jollowing convenient locations: M

D o
R kaLavROVE

0:973-328-7732 - F: 973-328-1409 | blackriverdental.com - 908-879-5333

office@gatewaydentalnj.com - gatewaydentalnj.com

121 Center Grove Road - Suite 2 - Randolph, Ny 07869 | 530 East Main Street - Suite A1 - Chester, NJ 07930

£ | G

SLAM-| ks
“SCAM [ .

0ig.ssa.gov

/ Red Cross

IT’S A NEW DAY IN
THE FIGHT AGAINST

ALZHEIMER’S.

alzheimer’s QY association®

NElectrical
ISenVvices;

All Home and Business Electrical Needs
Generator Installation & Maintenance

FREE Estimates

donate

donate LIFE

Senior & Military Discounts

973-874-0880

OAK RIDGE, NJ 07438 -« FULLY INSURED « NJ LIC #17112

@%{’@ Auto Body

“Helping Protect Yoar Automotive Tnvestment”

Expert Collision Repair
 Foreign & Domestic * Free Estimates
* Insurance Work Welcome
* Rental Cars Available

Earning Our Reputation One Satisfied Customer At A Time

973-584-1008

25 State Highway Route 10 « Succasunna, NJ

125D(1)  For Ads Call (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC » P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836



Help the ASPCA put a stop
to animal cruelty.

¥ ASPCA

e WE ARE THEIR VOICE”

®
it WREATHS

across
: ' AMERICA
ADVERTISERS NEEDED! Sponsoring a wreath means you have the
PLEASE CALL MIKE MAGRINO i aaying “hankyout tooutveterans
] -8["]_883_4343 EXI. gn To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit
or GELL 609-721-1244

FOR

@@

www.PetsforVets.com

Ak BASEMENTY

Don't be afnaif:obe

* HUMIDITY &

MOLD CONTROL  Quality Ist Basemenl]

- NASTY CRAWL _Sq'slems

NY Lic # 1274423 - NJHIC# 13VH01833300

WET BASEMENT?

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317

BasementRepairNJ.com
For Ads Call (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC ¢ P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836

125D(2)



Par-Troy Funeral Home

Ronald DiMaggio, President-Manager, N.J. Lic.#2989

Centrally Located in the Heart of Parsippany
Pre-Arranged Funeral Services Auvailable

95 Parsippany Road, Parsippany

|
Katherine J.—
Licopantis, R.N.

Electrologist

" Plegse Continue |
To Pray For

Office Hours
By Appointment

1130 Route 46 West

Parsippany &
973-334-1010 World Peace
VOLUNTEERS | West Morris
Foot & Ankle

151 State Route 10
Suite 102
Succasunna, NJd 07876

973-370-3759
_>d

Book online www.westmorrisfootandankle.com

887-3235
Anthony A. Boyadjis

Attorney At Law

103 Washington Street
Morristown, N]J 07960

www.boyadjislaw.com

(973) 538-5512
Fax (973) 538-5579

American
Heart

Associatione
life is why™

We are a relentless force
for a world of longer,
healthier lives.

www.heart.org

Dr.b Erato Giokas
Podiatrist

flashing,
NO passing.

J] IL

T e ®
It's Not a Suggestion, -
It's the Law.

| Act now to

help end hunger.

In the United States, one in nine

people face hunger. FEED|NG

AMERICA

feedingamerica.org

) é,“.‘,"é‘,f,‘;’; House calls and Saturday appointments available by request.
If the lights are @M sionasIa IRREPRESSIBLE

K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just
another foster kid.
To them, she’s
the queen who will
save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW!

Scan Here:

Or Visit: https://amzn.to/322DIqT

125D(3)
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PRIEST
Rev. John Theodosion frjohn@standrewgonj.org

OFFICE STAFF

Office Manager, Vasiliki (Bessie) Petrakos info@standrewgonj.org
Financial Administrator, Cathy Barrett fin@standrewgonj.org

STEWARDSHIP
Georgia Haglund, Chairperson

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTORS
Maro Nicolaou Schuster

BYZANTINE CHANTERS/CHOIR
Panayiotis Fotinis, Chanter
Salomi Massaras, Choir Director

HELLENIC AFTERNOON SCHOOL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Fr. John Theodosion, Athena Borzeka, Vasilia Christodoulou,
Maria Galvin, Maria Pallis

HELLENIC AFTERNOON SCHOOL
Vasilia Christodoulou, Director
TEACHERS: Haroula Christodoulou, Vasilia Christodoulou,
Archontia Fromouzopoulou, Alexandra Kontogiannis, Effie Kritharis, Yiota Louca,
Stacey Papanikolaw, Eleni Zeris

MINISTRIES & ORGANIZATIONS

Ladies Philoptochos Society: Mary Michailidis, President
Knitting, Crocheting & Pillow Ministries: Ellen Manetas
Bakaliko: Maria Stamoutsos
Coffee Hour: Irene Laoudis
Agape Group: Betty Kelly
AHEPA: TJ Borzeka, President
Daughters of Penelope: Eleni Boyadjis, President
PTA: Maria Pallis, President
Little Angels Playgroup (LAP): Athina Vella
HOPE & JOY: Dina Aspromatis

GOYA
Despina Sedereas, GOYA President
Peter Sedereas, Polymnia Crysler, Marlena Karipidis,
Diana Sedereas, Roslyn Monokandilos, GOYA Advisors

Hellenic Dance

GOYA Angelo Gergatsoulis, Instructor (assisted by: Pavlos Giannikopoulos)

Jr & Sr Groups Angelo Gergatsoulis, Instructor
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SAINT ANDREW Non-Profit Org.

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH oS T:,Cg\?gAGE
= 1447 SUSSEX TURNPIKE, RANDOLPH, NJ 07869-1830 DOVER. NJ
7~ info@standrewgonj.org 973-584-0388 phone Permit No. 220
973-584-3573 fax :
Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of
New Jersey

You are the Voice of Christ in a Changing World

“The base from which we serve as the Voice of Christ in a
Changing World is the parish. A strong parish provides
opportunities for sharing the Good News of Christ, for
welcoming those that are searching for a spiritual home,
and a base from which we are sent out into the world.
The parish also provides a place for worship, community
and education in the faith. To be stewards of the Gospel,
we need to be stewards of our parish. This requires the
vision and inspiration to see the parish, not as it is, but as
it could be. We are called to offer ourselves and our
treasure to make our local church all that is can be.

HYMN OF THE APOSTLE ST. ANDREW AMOAYTIKIO TOY ANO:TOAOY ANAPEOY
As first of the Apostles to receive the call, Q¢ Twv ATIOOTOAWY TIPWTOKANTOC,
and very brother of the prince of them, koL Tou Kopudaiou autddedoc,
intercede O Andrew, ToV AEOTIOTNV TwV OAWV AvEpéal LKETEUE,
with the Master of all of us, £LpAVNY TN olkoupévn Swpricacay,

peace to all the world to grant,

i KoL Tatg Ppuxaic nUwv to Héya EAeo
and to our souls His great mercy.

The Saint Andrew Vision Statement
Our Greek Orthodox Community of Morris County is a welcoming place where the family of Saint
Andrew is committed to God, Orthodox worship, Christian education, philanthropy, and Hellenic
culture, for the benefit of those whose lives we touch.
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