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+ST. BARBARA THE GREAT MARTYR *Relics
+ST. NICHOLAS ARCHBISHOP OF MYRA

10" Sunday of Luke
THE CONCEPTION OF +ST. ANNA

+ST. SPYRIDON THE WONDERWORKER OF TRYMITHOUS

11" Sunday of Luke; +ST. ELEUTHERIOS THE HOLY MARTYR | CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT
Sunday before the Nativity

+ST. ANASTASIA THE GREAT MARTYR

+EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST, +EUGENIA THE RIGHTEOUS |Orthros, Great Hours,
Great Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil the Great @8am

+HoLY NATIVITY OF OUR LORD |Orthros and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
@5PMm
+SAINT STEPHEN, Archdeacon and First Martyr

Sunday after Nativity; Apodosis of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ

CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD & COMMEMORATION ST. BASIL | Great Vespers @7:00pm

2026

CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD & COMMEMORATION OF ST. BASIL @8:15AM

Sunday before Epiphany, Forefeast of the Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ

EVE OF THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST: Orthros,
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom & Great Agiasmos (Fasting Day)

HoLY THEOPHANY, BAPTISM OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST - Orthros &
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great and Great Agiasmos

THE SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY PROPHET, BAPTIST +Orthros & Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
the Great

Sunday after Epiphany; Afterfeast of the Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ

+ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT

12" Sunday of Luke
ALEXANDRIA

+ST. ATHANASIOS THE GREAT & CYRIL, PATRIARCHS OF

15" Sunday Luke | Godparents’ Sunday

+SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HIERARCHS: +BASIL THE GREAT; +GREGORY THE
THEOLOGIAN; & +JOHN CHRYSOSTOM (CELEBRATING Three Hierarchs Program on
February 2 (HAS & RelEd)

Sundays: Orthros begins @ 8:15AM & Divine Liturgy @ 9:30AM
Weekdays: Orthros begins @ 8AM & Divine Liturgy @ 9:15AM

Relics(We have this saint’s Relics at our Saint Andrew Reliquary) *

Religious Education Students will attend Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am,
receive Holy Communion and then proceed to their Sunday School class.
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H KATA APKA IIEPITOMH TOY XPIZTOY, BAZIAEIOY APXIEIIZKOIIOY KAIZAPEIAY oopa
8. 15w

Hoapopovi) TOVv POTOV OconépnTov Kol Ocmva Tov poptopov (Nyoreia) — OpOpoc,
Ocia Agrtovpyia Tov Ayiov Ioavvn Xpuvcootéopov kot Akorovdia Tov Aylacpov

Mopapovi) Tov PoOTOV Oconépuntov Kol Ocmva Tov poptopov (Nyoteio) OpBpog, Ocia
Agrtovpyia tov Ayiov lmdvvn Xpvcsootopov kot Akolovbio Tov Aylocpov

Ta dyw Ocopdvela Tov Zotpog nuev Incod Xpiotov - Opbpog, Ocion Asttovpyio Ayiov
Baotleiov kot Méya Aytacpodg

H Zbva&ig tov [Ipodpopov kat Bantiotov lodvvov - Opbpog & Ocia Agttovpyia Ayiov
Baocileiov

KYPIAKH META T&N ®QTON; MEOEOPTIA TGN DOQTON

+ ANTQNIOY TOY METAAOY

IB” Tov Aovka +AGANAZIOY TOY KYPIAAOY APXIENIZKOIION AAEEANAPEIAT
IE" MATOAIOY (TiHZ XANANAIAY) KYPIAKH TQN NONQN

TON TPION IEPAPXON +MEI'A BASIAEIOE, +1'PHIOPIOX O ®EOAOIOY , +tIQANNHE
XPYZOZTOMOZ (ITPOTPAMMA TPIQN IEPAPXQN —o7i¢ 1" @efipovapiov]

Tnv Kvpuwoki] —OpOpog - @pa 8.15tp & Ocio Agrtovpyia - @pa 9:307p
Tig kaOnpepwvéc — OpOBpoc - @dpa 8tp & Ocgia Agrtovpyia - Opa 9.tp

*Aeiyavo. (Exovue ta Asiyovo, tov Ayiov oty ActyoavoOnkn e ekkinoio puog) *

Ot pontég tov Katnynrikov oyoieiov Ba épbovv mpdta oty Ocion Asttovpyio dpa 9:30wp, petd v

Oc¢io Kowovia Oa cuveyicovve otig TdENG TOLG.
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THE ROLE JOSEPH THE BETROTHED IN THE BIRTH OF CHRIST AND HIS INFLUENCE ON OUR LIVES

As we draw near to the
celebration of the Nativity of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, our
hearts naturally turn to the
wondrous events surrounding
His birth. We contemplate the
humble cave, the silent
adoration of the Theotokos, the
heavenly hymn of the angels,
and the awe of the shepherds.
Yet there is another figure who
often stands quietly in the
background—humble, obedient,
steadfast—Joseph the
Betrothed, the Guardian of the Virgin and the
earthly protector of the Christ Child.

Let’s turn our attention to this righteous man,
whose role in the mystery of the Incarnation is
often overlooked butis essential, profound, and
deeply instructive for our own spiritual lives.

The Gospel tells us that Joseph was a just man
(Matthew 1:19). This simple phrase carries
enormous meaning. Joseph’s righteousness
was not merely moral or legal—it was a
righteousness rooted in deep faith, humility,
and total trustin God.

When Joseph discovered that Mary was with
child, he faced a situation that no human
reasoning could make sense of. In that
moment, he had every opportunity to act
according to social expectations or to protect
his own reputation. Instead, he chose mercy.
He chose compassion. He chose to shield Mary
from shame.

And when the angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and revealed the divine mystery,
Joseph did not argue. He did not resist. He did
not calculate the cost. He obeyed!
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He accepted his role in the
greatest story ever told—not with
grand speeches, but with quiet,
steady faith.

In this, Joseph becomes a mirror
for our own lives. How often do
we resist the will of God because
it is confusing or costly? How
often do we hesitate when faith
asks more from us than we
expected? Joseph teaches us
that obedience to God, even
when it defies our understanding,
opens the way for God to
accomplish His saving work through us.

The Fathers of the Church call Joseph the
“Guardian of the Virgin” and the “Protector of
the Mystery.” His role was not incidental—it was
necessary.

Through Joseph, God provides for the earthly
safety of the Mother of God and the Christ
Child. It is Joseph who leads the Theotokos to
Bethlehem. It is Joseph who finds the cave
when there is no room at the inn. It is Joseph
who rises in the middle of the night at the
angel’s warning and takes the family into Egypt,
shielding them from Herod’s murderous intent.
Itis Joseph who works with his hands to sustain
the Holy Family.

Think of this: the One who created all things,
who holds all life in His hands, entrusted His
very life—His infancy, His vulnerability—to
Joseph. What immense honor. What immense
responsibility. And Joseph accepts this calling
with courage, diligence, and selfless love.

In this, Joseph teaches us the holiness of
responsibility. He reminds fathers, husbands,
godparents, and all Christians that protecting
the vulnerable, providing for others, and



offering steadfast presence are sacred acts.
Joseph shows us that holiness is found not only
in visions and miracles, but in labor, protection,
sacrifice, and faithfulness.

Joseph is, in a remarkable way, the first
defender of the truth of the Incarnation.

He receives the angelic revelation that “that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit”
(Matthew 1:20). He is the first to hear the divine
name: Jesus, meaning “the Lord saves.”

He is the first to be entrusted with the mystery
that the Messiah is coming—not through human
will, but by divine initiative.

Joseph becomes the guardian of this mystery not
just physically but spiritually. He guards it in
silence. He guards it in obedience. He guards it in
his unwavering protection of Mary and the Christ
Child.

In this, Joseph models for us how to hold the
mysteries of God—with reverence, humility, and
silence. Not everything God reveals to us is meant
to be shouted. Some things are meant to be
treasured in the heart, protected, nurtured, and
lived.

There is a profound theological truth in
Joseph’s presence at the Nativity: God
redeems and sanctifies fatherhood through
him.

Joseph is not the biological father of Christ. Yet he
is truly, fully, and lovingly the earthly father of
Jesus. He gives the Child His name. He teaches
Him the Scriptures. He raises Him in the
carpenter’s shop. He provides for Him and guides
Him.

In Joseph, God shows us that fatherhood is not
merely biological; it is sacrificial, spiritual, and
relational.

In an age where fatherhood is often confused,
diminished, or abandoned, Joseph shines as the

image of the father who protects without
controlling, who provides without boasting, who
leads without dominating, and who loves without
conditions.

He is the father who stands in the background—
not absent, but humble. Not silent from
indifference, but silent from reverence.

You may notice that Joseph speaks not a single
recorded word in the entire New Testament.

And yet, he speaks volumes through his actions.

He speaks through obedience.

He speaks through courage.

He speaks through purity.

He speaks through his protection of Mary.

He speaks through his care for Christ.

He speaks through his faithfulness to God’s

unexpected plan.
In a world full of noise, Joseph teaches us the
power of a holy life lived quietly before God. He
shows us that greatness in the Kingdom of God is
not found in publicity, position, or prominence—
but in humility, faithfulness, and love.

As we prepare for the Nativity, let us draw near to
Joseph—not simply as a supporting character in
the story of Christ, but as a profound teacher of
the spiritual life.

Let us learn from him:

e Obedience when God’s will is hard to
understand

o Courage when the path ahead is uncertain

e Humility that does not seek recognition

o Faithfulness in protecting those entrusted to
our care

o Silence that reverences the mysteries of God

May Joseph the Betrothed intercede for us,

guiding us to approach the manger not merely

with awe, but with the same obedient and trusting

heart that he brought to Bethlehem. And may we,

like Joseph, become faithful guardians of Christin

our own lives—protecting His presence in our

hearts, our families, and our world.
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
IEPA MHTPOITOAIZ NEAZ IEPZEHX
Pastoral Message of His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos of New Jersey
for the Inception of the Nativity Fast

15 November 2025
Beloved and faithful children in the Lord,
As we enter the blessed period of the Forty-Day Fast in
preparation for the Holy Nativity of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, | extend to you my heartfelt paternal blessing
and spiritual embrace. The Church once again calls us to |
walk the path of repentance, illumination, and inner
stillness, that we may worthily behold the mystery of the
Incarnation—“the Word becoming flesh and dwelling
among us” (John 1:14).

The Nativity Fast, gentle yet profound, invites us to reorient our hearts toward the things of the Spirit.
Fasting, as Holy Scripture teaches, is not merely abstention from food, but an offering of the heart:
“Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness... to share your bread with the
hungry?” (Isaiah 58:6-7). Let our fasting be filled with compassion, our restraint crowned with mercy,
and our discipline adorned with love.

Let us also enrich these days with fervent prayer. The Apostle exhorts us: “Pray without ceasing” (1
Thessalonians 5:17). In our homes, in our parishes, and within the quiet chambers of the soul, may
prayer become the warm light that leads us toward Bethlehem—the place where heaven bends low
to meet humanity. As we chant the sacred hymns of anticipation, may our hearts echo the joy of the
Prophet who proclaimed: “For unto us a Child is born... and His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God” (Isaiah 9:6).

Beloved children, in these holy days, let us cultivate peace within ourselves and extend that peace to
one another. Let us heal old wounds, seek forgiveness, and renew the bonds of unity within our
families and communities. For Christ comes not only to be born in the manger of Bethlehem but to
be born anew in the manger of the human heart.

As your Metropolitan, | pray that this holy fast becomes for each of you a wellspring of spiritual
strength, a season of inner transformation, and a living witness to the hope that does not fade. May
the approaching Feast of the Nativity fill your homes with the radiance of divine grace and your lives
with the joy proclaimed by the angels: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill
among men” (Luke 2:14).

With paternal love and blessings,

Finek. SgorA s o’ W

T APOSTOLOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
IEPA MHTPOTTOAIZ NEAZ IEPZEHZ
MATPIKO MHNYMA TOY ZEB. MHTPOIMOAITOY
AMOZTONAOQOY
Matnv "Evapén tig Ayiag Zapakootig TV

XploTtouyEvvwy

15 NoegpBpiou 2025

Kabuwg sioepxdpaote otrv sUAoynuevn tepiodo thg Ayiag
SapakooTtig TV XpLloTouyevwwy, TIov pdic 0dnyei oth
HeyAAn €opth T katd odpka Mevvrioewcg told Kupiou kai
Swrtfjpog pac’inool Xplotol, odic drmeubuvw TAHY TTATPIKN
pou sUAoyia Kai thv £ykapdia otopyr pou. 'H’EkkAnoia pdg
KaAel kai TtéAL o€ pia Ttopeia petdvolag, £ypriyoponc Kai
EowTteptkic Avavéwong, Wote va Urtodexbolpe G&la 1o

péya puothplo tig Bsiag EvavBpwrroswg, katd to Omoio
«0 Noyog o0pé€ EyEveto kai Eoknvwosy v Nuiv» (lw. 1,14).

'H vnoteia auth, Arua dAA Babid, pdc mpookaAei va otpadolpe TieploocoTEPO TIPOC TA TVEUHATIKA Kai va
AvakaALPoupe €K VEOU TOV £0WTePIKO pag koopo. H Ayia Mpagn pdc diddoket Ot ) GAnBwvA vhoteia d&v
Tieplopidetal oty Eykpdtela ThHg tpodic, GAAG Ekdpddetal péoa Ao Epya Aydmnng kai EAéouc: «OUxi
Tolautnv vnoteiav £€gAe€duny; AU Ttavta oVVdeopov AdIKIiAc... dldBpurtte ewv@vTt TOv dptov cou» (Ho.
58,6-7). "Ac cuvodelooupe, Aowrtdy, T vnoteia pag p€ kahoouvn, TH cwuatikn doknon P piavbpwria,
Kai trv Eykpdtela g€ Ayarn mpog tov ouvavepwTo.

"Ac EvioxVooupe ETtiong TAV TPOOELXN HaAg, CUNPWVA PE TAHY TTPoTPOT ToU ATTOOTOAOU: «ASIAAEITTTWCE
mpooelxecBe» (A Oceo. 5,17). Ztd otmitia pag, otig évopieg pag, kai oth owwn g kapdidg pac, N
mipoasuxn A¢ yivel p¢ oL pdc 0dNYET MvELUATIKA TTPOC T BnBAsEy, ékei OTtou 0 oUpavog cuvavtd T yij.
Akouyovtag toug Upvoug kai ta avayvwaopata thg meptodou, Bupopacte tHV podnteia: « Ot adiov
€yevvnOn AUiv... kai kKAnBrRostal t0 6vopa autol Oaupactoc, SupBouAog, ©cd¢ loxupog» (Ha. 9,6).

>1tr) dldpkela altyv TV igpv NUepWV, Ag KAALEPYHoOUKE TV gipfivn péoa pag Kai ag thv mpoadEpoupe
Kal otoug yUpw pag. Ag ouyxwprooupe, G¢ cupdpMiwBolpe, dg dvalwrupwoou e ToUE SEoU0UC
Evotntag otic oikoyEveleg Kai OTig KoWOTNTEG pag. AldTL O Xplotog BEAEL va yevwn BT Oxt povo ot dpatvn
¢ BnBAsE Y, AAAG Kai oTA patvn Th¢ AvepwTivng Kapdidc.

‘Q¢ MntpotoAitng kai toevapxn e oag, poosLxopatl autr 1 Ayia riepiodocg ¢ EkkAnoiag pag va yivel yid
OAoug oag TtnyA TiveLupaTikig duvapung, mepiodog peTapopbwaong Kai Avavewaong, kai 030¢ EATidag ov
pbic 0dnyel 016 ¢ Thg Mevvioswe tol Xplotol. EiBe i €pxopevn £optr va yepiost td omtitia oag pé
xapn 1ol O=o0 kai tig kapdieg oag pe T xapd oL avhyyehav oi Ayyedot: «<Ad&a £v UPiotolg O, kai £t
yfic eiprvn, €&v avBpwrolg eUdokia» (Aouk. 2,14).
Me matpikn ayann ev Kupiw,

F 5 Aon Zp MRS,
T O NEAZ IEPZEHZ AI'IOZTOJI(FOZ
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Archpastoral Visit of His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

rthros and Hierarchical Divin
Liturgy

Sunday, December 14, 2025
9:00 AM

St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church
1447 Sussex Turnpike
Randolph, NJ 07869

SBOURBON ¢NIGHT

4

YERSEVSPIRITS “DISTILLING
1275 “BLOOMFIELD ¢AVENUE, “BUILDING 7 SUNIT 0B, “FAIRFIELD, °NY 07004

ICKETS: READ THE GHEER - “WEAR CHRISTMAS ATTIRE % 2
N . <
S A DRINK OF YOUR GHOIGE Baet 3
Before Dec11th $50 SERVING GATERED “BAR “FOOD

Dec12th & After $60  DISTILLERY “TOUR AVAILABLE BY OWNER W” s /@“ : @‘
— aaltilet (Ofseaaie) Opetiakes

ORetivement Oty

Knolls Country Club
12 Knolls Lane, Boonton, New Jersey

RSVP By 01/03/2025
Adults $75
Children 16 years old & under $40 ‘

Checks Pavable to: St Andrew Greek Orthodox Church

— . deamo: @StAndrew-Events (48967)
/i Memo: Bessic & Your Emall Address
S \ Credit Card: Contact Christen 973-584-0388 {
' - - TJ[:;;;S;II;[:)NEZN ﬁ;,/ ﬁ grR » u‘k\)
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL: INFO@AHEPA300.0RG EJ: 973-600-7675 X Q ) = -\ 9 3/‘\
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Saint Andrew Financial Summary 2025

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

The financial report compares the first 3 quarters of 2025 to the budget. The income is below budget
by $37,000 mainly due to income coming in a bit slower in the summer months. We should start seeing
a recovery as we head into the fall and winter months. The good thing is expenses are under budget
also by just over $19,000.

Income fell short of expenses and expenses for the first 3 quarters by just under $18,000.

Unrestricted cash, which is used for operating expenses, is still lower than we would like. We are
optimistic that our round up campaign with stewardship will continue to grow with all your help and
we can fund all church activities through stewardship in the future and not have to rely on fundraising.

We hope that you keep these things in mind when considering support for the community.

We have work to do and together we will get it done.

Thank you,
Thomas J. Borzeka, Treasurer Jaili-Sep Budget $ over Budget
INCOME
CONTRIBUTION INCOME 358,419.30 391,019.00 (32,599.70)
EDUCATION/DANCE NET INCOME 31,695.45 30,500.00 1,195.45
SUMMER CAMP NET INCOME - - -
FUNDRAISING EVENTS NET INCOME 144,857.50 180,625.00 (35,767.50)
OTHER INCOME 101,526.09 71,163.00 30,363.09
TOTAL INCOME 636,498.34 ©673,307.00 (36,808.66)
EXPENSE
STAFF EXPENSE 272,150.29 288,278.00 (16,127.71)
CAR EXPENSE 8,095.72 9,000.00 (904.28)
INSURANCE EXPENSE 42,221.55 57,375.00 (15,153.45)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 3,070.20 4,372.00 (1,301.80)
EQUIPMENT 2,423.53 3,545.00 (1,121.47)
BANK CHARGES 3,480.43 3,373.00 107.43
MORTGAGE PAYMENT (Principal & Inte  100,293.57 100,332.00 (38.43)
TELEPHONES/INTERNET EXPENSE 4,298.37 4,150.00 148.37
ADVERTISING = 425.00 (425.00)
PERMITS 100.00 300.00 (200.00)
RE TAXES 695.60 675.00 20.60
LITURGICAL - 3,751.00 (3,751.00)
UTILITIES 47,181.71 44,251.00 2,930.71
SUPPLIES & PRINTING EXPENSE 22,937.16 22,928.00 9.16
BLDG & GROUNDS EXP. 48,384.52 49,238.00 (853.48)
POSTAGE & HANDLING 3,354.32 3,752.00 (397.68)
MINISTRY EXPENSE 65,689.58 64,899.00 790.58
EVANGELISM/OUTREACH 7,493.62 9,125.00 (1,631.38)
CONVENTIONS & SEMINARS 4,270.57 3,000.00 1,270.57
TRANSPORTATION - 1,000.00 (1,000.00)
MISC. 18,238.39 - 18,238.39
TOTAL EXPENSE 654,379.13  673,769.00 (19,389.87)
NET CASH RECD (SHORT) $ (17,880.79) $ (462.00) $ (17,418.79)

From Operations

Unrestricted Cash Balance 9/30/25

10

36,155.14
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It is Philoptochos’ tradition to mail a
CHRISTMAS CARD to the entire church family. The card
features drawings from the children in our parish and
includes names of all who donate. If you would like your
name to be printed in the Philoptochos Christmas Card, please
make a donation...

EorooNOoforaes

NS,

By Check : All checks made payable to Saint Andrew Philoptochos SaintAndrew
Philo ptOChOS @StAndrewPhiloptochos

= Please write “Christmas Card” in the memo of check

= Provide how you would like your family name to
appear in the Christmas Card.

= Mail or give Checks to the Church office

OR e SCAN THE QR code below / Make sure to add in

the comment of the payment how you would like your

family name to appear in the Christmas Card.

The donations you make will be set aside and will only be used to assist our Saint
Andrew families in need.

*Suggested donation: $25, $50, $75, $100, all contributions are welcome!*
The deadline for donating is Sunday, December 7, 2025.

y

FOR ALL SAINT. ANDREW YOUTH (6-18 YEARS) y
SAINT ANDREW FAMILY

CHRISTMAS CARD

Each Child is asked to submit One DRAWING:

1. DRAWING MUST be in COLOR on white computer
paper 8 %2 x11.

2. Original drawings only will be judged
3. No tracing, or computer drawings

4. It must also be drawn with the religious theme of the
Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ

5. Include on the back of drawing:_Date of Birth, Grade, First & Last Name and
Telephone number of participant

The selected drawings will be published in our Saint Andrew Family News
DEADLINE IS SUNDAY December 7t 2025.

Saint Andrew Family News December 2025
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St. Andrew Religious Education: Important Updates

1. Oratorical Festival

Every year we provide our youth an opportunity to express their Orthodox St. Andrew
faith through this event. Both junior and senior divisions are offered a Religious Education
Registration Link

selection of topics and then after having chosen one, the student prepares a
short speech to be presented during a competition in which all the Orthodox
Churches participate. Students are encouraged to participate, but we need
parents engagement and support. There are numerous resources that are
available for preparing the speech and we strongly encourage all the St.
Andrew youth to rise to this challenge. It is an excellent way to draw closer
to their faith and learn the importance of public speaking. Nothing is more
important to the success of this Festival than parental support and
encouragement. Please take an active role in helping your child be a
confident presenter and make our Church proud.

2. Attendance Religious Education Classes

There has been an issue in students attending religious education program. This is a crucial time in a
young person’s life to begin moving into a more mature spiritual direction and to learn how important
Orthodox praxis must become an essential part of their learning process. Our faith calls us to a
responsible engagement of spiritual truths with our daily living. We are not called to just believe
occasionally but to “walk the talk”! Once again this calls for you the parents too actively participate and
bring the children to classes. Please take this responsibility seriously and participate in this crucial
spiritual education of your children. Come to class! Sign up your children and participate!

3. St. Andrew Name Day: November 29th & 30"

It will be an honor to come to Church on St. Andrew Day on November 29 and November 30th. Our
church is celebrating St. Andrew the first of the Apostles.

We will be joined by many priests and parishioners from other churches to celebrate in the liturgy with
us. Please try to come with your parents to hear the this beautiful service.

4. Christmas Program - December 14th

We cannot stress the urgency to prepare so you must make every effort to bring the children to Sunday
classes. The program needs your participation. We will also be blessed by having Bishop Abostolos in
attendance. St. Andrew is our community and this special program is a way for us to show the Bishop
how the birth of Christ is central to our Orthodox faith. Please, make a special effort to come these next
weeks and help us put this program together so that we can all be very proud!

5. Snacks after Communion:

An issue that we are calling to your attention as parents is to provide food for your children after
Communion. A small snack before they head into religious classes can be a big help. The food setting
is for the coffee hour following the Divine Liturgy and is not to be distributed to the children. Efforts are
being made to have the teachers provide some snacks in class, but we really need you, the parents, to
provide some food for your children. Please be mindful of how important this is for the religious
education classes to be fully utilized for teaching the faith.

In the Service of the Lord,

Maro Nicolaou Schuster
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SAINT ANDREW GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. John Theodosion
GREEK Pastor
ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS OF

NEW JERSEY “Rise up and Build”
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 2026 PROGRAM

Dear Parishioners of Saint Andrew,

How do you respond to God’s blessings in your life? This question is rarely asked of us, but it is one
that should be answered daily. We may wake up each morning and thank the Lord for the new day
but often we forget that all we have comes from Him. Without God’'s blessings and
enlightenment, we have nothing. We cannot do what we do. We cannot be who we are.

How can we commit our lives to Christ and acknowledge that our salvation can only be
achieved by faith in Him?

One of the most meaningful ways to respond to God’s love is through stewarding our resources back
to His church. Our church is made up of talented, hard working and generous people, yet as we
prayerfully reflect on the blessings in our lives, are we able to say we have given back to His church
in proportion to what we have received? Are we able to say our church is reaching its full potential?

One way to reach our potential is to round up our pledge amounts each year until we’ve
become a 100% tithing supported parish.

What does it mean to grow to be a “rounding up to tithing” parish? It means that we meet our
entire budget through stewardship, including the budgets of all our ministries and outreach
programs. It means things like

-having the resources to serve the needy,

-provide day care to the elderly members of our community,

-supply backpacks to every impoverished child in the area,

-hire a Youth Minister

-provide meals to Faith Kitchen multiple times each month

-sponsor missionary work both here and abroad

-beautify Saint Andrew to be Morris County’s light of Orthodox Christianity on the hill and

broaden our outreach in countless other ways. It would mean that the proceeds of our annual

festival would be used to expand our ministries rather than to merely meet basic expenses.

How do you round up to tithe? To keep with Holy Scripture, if you are a new Steward, we ask that
you give as much as you are able starting at 1% of your yearly income and working to increase your
contributions towards the Biblical goal of tithing. If you are a returning Steward, we ask that you
consider “rounding up” to tithing (10%), by incrementally increasing year to year until you reach the
Biblical goal.

With your offerings to the church, we can move beyond constant fundraising. No fees. No tuition. No
trays. No dues. We need to do this so that we can focus our energy on serving God and our
community.

Have you been blessed abundantly? If your answer is yes, then give abundantly. Please consider
rounding your pledge up each year until you reach the 10 percent tithe. You will witnhess that the
more we give, the more our blessings from God will continue and our cup will overflow.

With gratitpde in Christ,

Rev/Fr. John Theodosion

1447 Sussex Turnpike, Randolph, NJ 07869 < Tel: (973) 584-0388 < Fax: (973)584-3573
Web: www.standrewgonj.org « E-mail: info@standrewgonj.org 13
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«EyepOnte kat Ktiote»

NPOrPAMMA OIKONOMIAZ XPIZTIANQN OPOGOAO=QN 2026
Ayanntot Evopiteg tou Ayiou Avépéou,

Me TToLO TPOTIO AVTOTTOKPIVEDTE OTLG EUAOYLEC TOU @0V oth {wh oag; ImAvia Hog YiVeETaL auti N pwTnon, aAAd
glvoll KATL TTOU TIPEMEL KABNUEPLVA va. amavTate. lowg otav UnvAape KAOE mpwi va euxoplotoupe tov Kiplo
ylot ThV Kawoupyla HEpa aAAd CUXVA EEXVAE TTWC O,TL £XOUME EpXETaLl amo Ekeivov. Xwplig tic euAoyieg Tou
OeoU Kkal pwtlon, Sev EXou e Timote. Agv UTOPOUUE VO KAVOUE 000 KAVOUUE. Agv UTTOPOU LE VA ELHOOTE QUTO
Tov €lpaoTe.

Nw¢ urnopoUE va apLlEPpWVOULE TLG {WEG LG OTOV XPLOTO KOl va avayvwpil{oupe nwe n cwthpia pag pnopei
va emiteuxOei povo pe tnv niotn pog os Ekeivov;

‘Evag armo Toug 1o OnNUAVTIKOUG TPOTIOUE VA avTamokplBou e otnv ayann tou Osou sival va Swpilloupe toug
TLOPOUG HOG TIiow oTnV ekkKAnaoia Tou. H ekkAnola pog amoteAeital amd talavtouxoug, oKAnpa epyalOUEVOUG
KOlL YEVVOLOSWPOUG avOpwIoug, Kal OLWE oV LECW TNG TTPOCEUXNG oG OKEPTOUUE OAEG TIG eUAoyieg TNG LwNG
HOG, UTTOPOULE VO TIOUUE OTL £XOUHE eTLoTpEPEL avaloya pe 6oa £€Xoupe AAPeL; MmopoU e va TTOULE TTWCE N
ekkAnoia pog €xel GTACEL OTO HEYLOTO TWV SUVATOTATWY TNG;

Evac tpormog va pTaooUlE TIC SuvaTtoTNTEG UOC ival va oTpoyyYUAEUoUUE Ta mood rtou Eyouue deoueudei va
Sdwoovue uEXpL va yivouue uia evopio mou to 100% urmootnpilel TNV €LOQOPA TOU €VOC SEKATOU TwWV
gloodnuatwy tne.

Tl onuaivel n evopla pag va peyaAwvel «umootnpilovtag tnv eLlopopd ToU VoG SEKATOU TWV ELCOSNUATWY
™NG»; INUALVEL OTL AVTATIOKPLVOUOOTE OTOV TPOUTIOAOYLOUO A HECW TNG OLKOVOULOG, cupmeplAapuBavovTtog
KOlL TOV TTPOUTIOAOYLOUO OAWV TWV TIOLHOAVTIKWY £PYWV KOL KOWWVIKWY TIPOYPOMUATWY. INHOIVEL TIPAYOT
OTIWG

-va €£XELG MOPOUC va BonBroeLg 6oouG ival g avaykn,

-Vl TTAPEXELG KaBNUEPLVH PppovTida ota NALKLWHUEVA HEAN TNG KOWVOTNTACG LAG,

-va epoSLALeLC e cakKidLa KABs Twy o6 maldi Ttng mepPLoXnG,

-va POoAaUBAVELG Evav VEO EKKANOLOOTLIKO AgLTOUPYO,

-va mapexeLg yevpata otnv Kowvwvikn Kouliva moAég dopeg kGO pnva

- VO XOPNYELC LEpOTTOCTOALKA £pya Kol E6W KAl 0TO €EWTEPLKO

-va opopdaivoupe tov Aylo Avdpéa kat va yivel To dwg tng OpBodofiag tou Morris County

-0 Xplotiaviopog va eivat PnAd kat va SteupUvou e TNV eUPEAELA pag Pe avaplBunTtoug aAloug Tpomoug. Auto Ba

ONMUOLVE WG Ta £0060 TOU £TNGLOU GEOTIRAA Hog Ba XPNOLLOTIOLOUVTAL VAL ETIEKTEIVOUE TLG SLOKOVIEG Hag KoL OXL val

TipooTaBoU e ATAA VO CUVTNPOOULIE TG BACLKEG LAG AVAYKEG.
MNMw¢ otpoyyulelEeLg TO TTOCO vat SWOELG To £va S€kato; MNa va eloat cUUPwvVog Pe TV Ayia Fpadn, av eloal vEog
OlKOVOUOG, {NTOUPE va OSWOELG OO0 UMOPELG EEKLVWVTOG E TO 1% TOU ETNOLOU €L00SNMUATOG OOV KOL va TO
S0oUAEPELG va auénaelg TNV cuvelodOopPd ooU PTAVOVTAC TOV GTOXO TOU VOGS SEKATOU TwV 008wV cou. Eav sloal
OLKOVOMOG TIOU ETILOTPEDEL PETA amd amouoia, {NToUpe va okedteig tnv «otpoyyuAomoinon» oto 10% twv
£0006WV 0oU AUEAVOVTOG OTOSLOKA XPOVO LLE TOV XPOVO HEXPL VA GTACELG ToV aTOX0 TNG BifAou.

Me T MpoodopEC oaG aTNV EKKANGCLA, UWITOPOULUE VA TTPOYWPAUE XWPLG CUVEXOUEVOUG Epavouc. Aev Ba €xou e
ouvbpouég. Oute Sidaktpa. OUte Siokoug. QUTE XPEWOTELS. XPELAJETAL VX TO KAVOULE QUTO YLO VO EOTIHOOUUE
TNV EVEPYELD U0 OTNV UTTNPECi ToU O0U Kol TNG KOLVOTNTAC UAG.

‘Exete euvhoynBel mAouclomdpoxo; Edv n amdvinon oag¢ sivat val, Ttote SWOTE TTAOUGCLOTIAPOXA. 2OG
mopakaloU e vo. oKEDTEITE va OTPOYYUAOTIOLNOETE T CUVELOPOPA GOC TTPOC TA MAVW KADE XpOVOo PEXPL VOl
6lvete 10 10% twv £006wWV 0aC. Oa YIVETE LAPTUPEG TOU YEYOVOTOG OTL 000 TEPLOCOTEPO SIVETE, TOCO
MEPLooOTEPO Ba ouveXiocouv oL euAoyieg Tou O£oU Kal To Mot PL pog Oa EexetAileL.

Me € yvoguoobvn otov XpLoTo,

' WC“”,“?j é)gangc.'oU ,
Aldeopotarog Matnp lwavvng ©sodoaciou
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SAINT ANDREW GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. John Theodosion

GREEK ORTHODOX Pastor
I\/INETROJPOLIS OF
EW JERSEY
December 2025

Dear Steward,

As members of the Election Committee, we are notifying you of the Parish Council election
on Sunday, December 7t, 2025, in the church’s assembly hall after services until 1:00pm.
The purpose of the election is to fill seven vacancies on the Parish Council The election is
held according to the Uniform Parish Regulations Article VIII.

The list of nominated candidates follows. Each candidate (for the Parish Council) may
prepare a resume indicating their qualifications, education, and general background, which
will be posted on the Church Bulletin Board until December 7th 2025. We urge you to read
the resumes and then participate in the voting process.

We would like to remind you that in order to vote in the election, you must be a steward in
good standing of Saint Andrew Church and to have fulfilled at least 90% of your 2025
Commitment. You have until Thursday, December 4t to fulfill 90% of your pledge or to
return your signed 2025 Commitment Card with 90% of your pledge.

The list of eligible voters will be posted in the Church office. If you have any questions
about your eligibility, please refer them to the Stewardship Committee and the Election
Committee by December 4t, 2025. ALL VOTES ARE RECORDED.

If you have any questions about the election process, do not hesitate to call the Church
office.

In Chrjst’ %
+&§ n Theodosion

Nick Monokandilos, Dimitra Pallis, Manny Christakos
Saint Andrew Election Committee — 2025

Parish Council Nominees 3 Year term 2026-27-28
Athena Borzeka, Thomas J Borzeka, Pavlos Giannikopoulos, Konstantinos Merkos,
Steven Mitrakos, John Paitakes, John A Paxos, Peter Sedereas

Parish Council Seats being vacated:
Athena Borzeka, Thomas J Borzeka, Pavlos Giannikopoulos, Steven Mitrakos,
John A Paxos, Peter Sedereas.

Auditing Committee for 2025
Peter loannou, James Andrews, Athina Christatos, Veronica Rotsides

1447 Sussex Turnpike, Randolph, NJ 07869 < Tel: (973) 584-0388 « Fax: (973)584-3573
Web: www.standrewgonj.org ¢ E-mail: info@standrewgonj.org 15
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SAINT ANDREW GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. John Theodosion
GREEK ORTHODOX Pastor
METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

AexéupBorog 2025
Avyamnntot Evoplttec/Erovaor,
Zav péAn g Egopevtikrc Emitoonnc oag yoa@ovue avtd TO YOAUUAX YIX Vo OA&G
gvnuegwoovpe ywx Tic ExAoyég touv Aowntkov XvuPovAiov otig 7 Aexepfolov,
Kvowaxn, omnv aibovoa g ekkAnotag peta v Aetrtovpoyia wg g 1:00u.p. O okomtog
TWV EKAOYWV €lval V& OUVUTANQWOOULUE TIC eMTA kevéc Oéoelc Tou ALOKNTIKOV
ZvpypovAtov .

O kataAoyog twv vrtoyneiwv (uéxot onuepa) Poloketal magakdtw. Kabe vroymgiog
tov AN TKOU XupPovAiov Ba etolpudoel pio TeQIANYPN OXETIKA HE T TTOOCOVTX
TOVG, HOQPWOT KAl YEVIKOTEQA TO LOTOQLKO TOLS kKat Oa tortoOetnOovv otov mivaka
avakowwoewv HExor tic 7 Aexeppeoiov, 2025. Xac kaAovpe va dxPdaoete ta
Bloyoa@ika KaL 0T CLVEXELX Vo CLUHETAOXETE 0T dxdikaoior YPnpopoplag

Zag mMaQoTEUVOLUE VA DIAPBACETE AVTES TIC AVAKOWVWOELS KAl oag vrtevOupiCovue OTL
mEéTel va eloTe 0TOVAQT TNG £voplag Ttov Ayiov Avdpéa kat va éxete AN EwoeL To 90%
Ao TO OO0 ToL éxete vTTooxeOel yiax To 2025, yix va Ynepioete. ‘Exete dlopla péxot tig
4 AexepPolov, 2025 va exkmAnowoete avt tnv vmoxeéwon cac. KAGE WHOOX
METPA!

Av éxete eQwTNOELS OXETIKA He TO dkalwpa YPrpov, 1 TG ekAOYES, TAQAKAAD
™AepwVveloTe TO Yoa@elo NG ekkAnoiac.

Me ayarm Xowotov,

wavv(  040Sop-coo

+Rev. John Theodosion

Nick Monokandilos, Dimitra Pallis, Manny Christakos
Saint Andrew Election Committee — 2025

Parish Council Nominees 3 Year term 2026-27-28
Athena Borzeka, Thomas J Borzeka, Pavlos Giannikopoulos, Konstantinos Merkos,
Steven Mitrakos, John Paitakes, John A Paxos, Peter Sedereas

Parish Council Seats being vacated:
Athena Borzeka, Thomas J Borzeka, Pavlos Giannikopoulos, Steven Mitrakos,
John A Paxos, Peter Sedereas.

Auditing Committee for 2025
Peter loannou, James Andrews, Athina Christatos, Veronica Rotsides

1447 Sussex Turnpike, Randolph, NJ 07869 < Tel: (973) 584-0388 « Fax: (973)584-3573
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Join us for a festive New Year’s Eve Party!!!

Dinner, Dessert, Vasilopita, & Champagne Toast
Games, & Photo Ops!!!!
Fun for the whole family!

Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

— —
Early-Bird Tickets
On or before 12/14

Adult $75

Teen $35
Children under 12 Free .
10:00 p.m. $35 -

Adults $85

Teens $45
Children under 12 Free
-Dance only 10:00 p.m. $35 .

Check / Cash:

Please see Dimitra Pallis or Irene Baroulakis

Venmo:
@StAndrew-NYE2026 (#8967)

RSVPIity:
https://NYESAGOC.rsvpify.com

[EnY
~
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THE CONCEPTION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS BY ST. ANNA

The conception of the Most Holy Theotokos by St. Anna is a significant event in Christian tradition,
commemorated on December 9, celebrating the miraculous conception of the Virgin Mary, the mother
of Jesus Christ.

Background of St. Anna and St. Joachim

St. Anna and St. Joachim were a devout couple who lived in Nazareth. They were childless for

many years, which was a source of great sorrow for them, as childlessness was often viewed as a
punishment from God. Despite their grief, they remained faithful and devoted to God, praying
fervently for a child. Their prayers were answered when the Archangel Gabriel appeared to them
separately, announcing that they would conceive a daughter who would be the mother of the Messiah

The Miracle of Conception

According to tradition, after years of barrenness, St. Anna conceived through divine intervention.
This miraculous conception is celebrated as a pivotal moment in salvation history,as it led to the
birth of the Virgin Mary, who would bear Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

The event signifies God's grace and mercy, breaking the bonds of barrenness and fulfilling His
promise to the righteous couple.

Significance in Orthodox Christianity

The Orthodox Church commemorates this event on December 9, recognizing it as a feast of
great importance. The conception of the Theotokos is seen as a precursor to the Incarnation of
Christ, emphasizing the sanctity and divine selection of Mary. The Church teaches that Mary
was filled with grace from her conception, preparing her for her role as the Mother of God.

Liturgical Commemoration

During the liturgical celebration of this feast, hymns and prayers are offered, reflecting on the

joy of St. Anna and St. Joachim and the significance of their daughter, the Virgin Mary.

The Troparion for the feast expresses the joy of the event, stating, "Today the bonds of barrenness
have been broken, for God has heard the prayers of Joachim and Anna".

Conclusion

The conception of the Most Holy Theotokos by St. Anna is a profound event that highlights themes
of faith, divine intervention, and the fulfilment of God's promises. It serves as a reminder of the
importance of prayer and the belief in God's mercy and grace in the lives of the faithful. This

event not only honors St. Anna and St. Joachim but also celebrates the beginning of the

story of salvation through the Virgin Mary.

Apolytikion
Against all hope, the bonds of barrenness are loosed today. For, God has hearkened unto
Joachim and Anna clearly promising that they would bear a godly maiden. He who
commanded the angel to cry out to her, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you,” will be

born of her, the infinite One Himself, becoming man.
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The Conception of the Most Holy Theotokos by Saint Anna
December 9

The righteous Joachim and Anna
were childless for fifty years of their
married life. In their old age the
Archangel Gabriel appeared to
each one of them separately, telling
them that God had heard their
prayers and that they would give
birth to a daughter, Mary. Then St.
Anna conceived by her husband
and after nine months bore a
daughter blessed by God and by all
generations of men: the Most-holy
Virgin Mary, the Theotokos.

Saints Joachim and Anna

St. Joachim was of the lineage of Judah and a descendant of King David. Anna was the
daughter of Matthan the priest, from the lineage of Levi, as was Aaron the high priest. Matthan
had three daughters: Mary, Sophia and Anna. Mary married, lived in Bethlehem, and gave birth
to Salome; Sophia married, also lived in Bethlehem, and gave birth to Elizabeth, the mother of
St. John the Forerunner; Anna married Joachim in Nazareth, and in old age gave birth to Mary,
the Most-holy Theotokos. Joachim and Anna had lived together in marriage for fifty years, and
yet had remained barren. They lived devoutly and quietly, and of all their income they spent
one third on themselves, distributed one third to the poor and gave the other third to the
Temple, and they were well provided for. Once when in their old age they came to Jerusalem to
offer a sacrifice to God, the high priest Issachar reprimanded Joachim, saying: “You are not
worthy that a gift be accepted from your hands, for you are childless.” Others, who had
children, pushed Joachim behind them as one unworthy. This greatly grieved these two aged
souls and they returned home in great sorrow. Then the two of them fell down before God in
prayer, that He work a miracle with them as He once had with Abraham and Sarah, and give
them a child as a comfort in their old age. Then God sent His angel, who announced to them
the birth of “a daughter most-blessed, by whom all nations on earth will be blessed and
through whom the salvation of the world will come.” Anna straightway conceived, and in nine
month gave birth to the Holy Virgin Mary. St. Joachim lived for eighty years and Anna lived for
seventy-nine, at which time they reposed in the Lord.

St. Nikolai Velimirovic, The Prologue of Ohrid — Volume Two
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2ZYANHWH THZ ATIAZ ANNHZ

It 9 AskepuBpiov n EkkAnoia pag eoptadet tn
oUOAANYN g Ayiag Avvag, pntépag ng
Yrepayiag Osotokou.

H Ayia Avva avrKel ota lepd TpoocwTia tou n Ocia
Xapn aéiwoe va CUPPETACXOUV EvEPYA OTO
oX€O010 TNC cwTtnpiag twy avBpwrnwyv. Katayotav
ano 1n BaclAikn yevid tou AaBid Kal o matépag
™™g, Matbdv, avAke otnv TAn TWV LEPEWV.
20pdwva pe tnv mapddoon tng EkkAnoiag, o
lep€ag MatBav amektnoe tpelg Buyatepeg TN
Mapia, tn 2oBn kat tnv Awa.H Mapia, adpov
mavipevtnke otn BnBAegp, yévwnoe ekel tnv
EAloaBet, Tn pntépa tou lwavvn tou Bamttioth. H
Avva mtavipeUTnKe Tov eUoePn lwakeiy, TOU Kat
autocg PE TN OEPA Tou, KATayoTay amo Tn yevid
Tou Aapid.

H mapdadoon avadEpel OTL N okia Tou evoeBoUC
Zevyoug lwakeip kat Avvag Bplokotav Kovid oTnv
kKoAupuBnbpa tng BnBecdd kat oto Nao tou
JoAopwvtoc. KaBnuepiva avéBalvav oto Nao yia
va TtpooeuxnBbolv Kal va TapakaAeécoouy 1o Oeod
vaxapioel og autoug «kapTov Kowiag». H atekvia
ntav KAtlL Tou Toug TAAywve Babld, yuati
oupdpwva pe Tov LWULAALKO VOO, Ta dwpPa TWwV
atékvwy dev yivovtayv dektd oto Nao.

Ta xpovia tepvoloav Kal TO TIOAUTIOONTO TEKVO
oev epxotav. Map’ 6Aa autd dev €xavayv tnv miotn
TOUG Kal TtapakaAovoav Bepud 1o Oed va Toug
xaploet  éva  maldi. Xpovia  oAOKAnpa
TIOAlopKoUoav e BePUEC TPOCELXEG TO Bpovo
ToU OeoV Pe autd to aitnua. Yrmooxebnkav, av
armoktovcav Tawdi, va 10 adlEpwvav otnv
uttnpeoia Tou.

TeAkkd AABe TO TANPWHA TOU XPOvou, Otav TO
evyog edptaoce oe TTOAU Tpoxwpnpevn nAkia. O
@eod¢ 1000 Xpovia dokipale tnv THOTN KAl TNV
UTIOMOVH] TWV TIUOTWV O0UAWY TOU, OTIWCG «TOV
XPUOO €V XWwveutnpiw», ywa va avadeixbolv
avta&lol TN THNAC va yivouy yoveic tng ©eotoKou.

H mapdadoon avagepel OTL yla evrtovotepn
Tpooeuxn o lwakeip TAye oto 6po¢ Kat N Avva o
TEPLBOAL, yla va TIAPAKAAEGOULY padi kat oL U0 Tov
@e6. H Avva pdAlota uTtooXEBNKE, av amokTouoE
Tékvo Ba tov adlEpwve oto BOed. Ekel 1ng
mapouactactnke o ApxayyeAog MapptiA yua va tng

avayyeidet 10  XappOouvo  yeEyovog  TNG
tekvoyoviag. Katotv, o Apxayyeioc epgdaviotnke
kal otov lwakeip.

To Bavpa tng cLAANYNCE tng Mavayiag amd tnv
Avva Tou &emepvoloe Toug vOpoug tng ¢dvong
Tpostoipade éva akopa peyaAvtepo. H Ocia
BoUAnon mpoetoipade TNV «domopov cUAMNWLV»»
kKat «apbopov yévvnon» tou Xplotou amod tnv
MapBevo Mapia. H nAikkiwpévn kat oteipa yia tov
kOopo Avva amektnoe pe tn Osia Xapn Kopn, tTn
HNTEPA TOUL ZwThpPa.

Ol NAKKWIHEVOL YOVEIG dEXTNKAV pe ddAkpud
Xapdg 1o dwpo tou OeoL kal dooloyouoav To
@ed ywla TNV aocvykpltn Xdapn kat tn Beia
Tekvoyovia mou aflwlnkav. Asv &&xaocav tnv
UTTOOXEOH Toug Kal HoAlg n Mavayia €ywve tplwv
eTwv TNV adlEpwoav oto Nad evwrilov TOU
Apxlepewg Zaxapia.

AmoAutikiov
Snuepov thc Atekviac deoud dtaAvovtat- tol lwakeiu yap kai thc Avvng eicakobwy Odc, map’
éntida tekelv altouc ocagpdic, Uriaxveitat Osdmatda- €€ fic altoc £Téx6n O dmepiypamtoc, BPoTOC
yeyovuc, ot Ayyédou keAsUoac Bofijoat autfi- Xaipe Kexapttwpévn, 0 KUptog puetd ood.

https://www.orthodoxianewsagency.gr/vioi-agion/9-dekemvriou-syllipsi-tis-agias-annas/
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GOYA DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2025

As we wrapped up the
month of November,
our GOYA came
together for two
wonderful events
filled with fellowship
and service. On Friday,
November 21st, we
held our annual _ ]
Friendsgiving celebration. After church, all of our GOYAns gathered to share food, spend time
together, and play games. Volleyball being one of the favorites of the day! It was a beautiful way
- : : to kick off the holiday
season as a GOYA family.
The next morning, on
Saturday, November 22nd,
our GOYA participated in
| Faith Kitchen. Together, we
prepared sandwiches for
e = L o N = the homeless and then
delivered them to those in need. Thank you to everyone' who volunteered their time and helped
make a difference in our community.
Looking ahead to December, we have an exciting and festive month planned! On Saturday,
December 13th, we will be going Christmas Caroling, visiting the homes of parishioners as well as
senior citizens to spread Christmas spirit throughout our community. We hope to see many
GOYAns join in sharing joy through song. Our Basketball and Volleyball playoffs will be held on
the weekend of December 6th and 7th. We wish the best of luck to all our athletes. Go St.
Andrews! To end the month on a fun note, Roseland will be hosting the annual GOYA Christmas
Dance on Sunday, December 28th. This is always a great opportunity for GOYAnNs across the area

to come together and mar " - e
celebrate the season. ] ._ s WV o oAd
As we move forward into the [~

new year, we look forward to
even more fellowship
gatherings, service
opportunities, competitions,
and new memories. Thank
you to all our GOYAns and

families for your continued
support and enthusiasm.

Stamatina Mousis
-Vice President
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HOPE & JOY GRATITUDE CRAFT

We had a great turnout for our November 16th gratitude craft.
The children created a wheel that showcased six things they
are thankful for and shared their joy with one another.
Looking forward to our next event, decorating Christmas

cookies!
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Daughters of Penelope Alexander # 250

Congratulations to the Fifth District AHEPA Family Research Foundation
on another fabulous Gala- raising awareness, hope, and providing research
grants all in the same evening!

Do you know that the @ahepad5crf has raised over
$1.3 MILLION for cancer research, since 1988.

Join the DOP today to help make a difference!!

Contact Dimitra Pallis

Celebrating 96 Years

d“.: DOP.Alexander250.Randolph@gmail.com
Philanthropy, Family an
Individual Excellence through

Community Service and
Volunteerism.

Founded November 16, 1929

Thank you
Peter Bosco
for sharing your
Inspiring survivor
story!
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PARENTS’ CORNER

By Alexandra Protopapas
December 2025 - Christmas - What Has Changed?

Happy December! | hope everyone had a good
month, a blessed Thanksgiving, and we should
always thank God for all we have!

| look forward to Christmas, but what has
changed for me? Christmas holds a special
place in the Greek Orthodox Church, but I've
noticed a shift in its meaning for many people.
The holiday’s religious significance seems to be
overshadowed by commercialism and cultural
celebrations. In October, 1 wrote about
diversity, focusing on different religions and
tolerance. As a parent, | wonder about
confusing our children with different figures
who bring gifts - “Santa Claus”, “Saint
Nicholas”, and “St. Basil”. When we sing
Greek traditional carols, “St. Basil” is the one
who brings presents, but it’s easy to get mixed
up! | like to approach topics from the heart, but
| recently found myself looking into the story of
“Santa Claus”. | have no problem with
celebrations of the winter solstice or even that
Christmas is celebrated on different dates by
various Christian denominations, such as other
Eastern Orthodox churches, on January 7. Let’s
dive into what | discovered.

In the Greek Orthodox Church, “Saint Nicholas”
is revered as a historical figure, a 4th-century bishop
of Myra, and a saint, celebrated for his generosity
and kindness, especially towards children and
protecting sailors. He’s often depicted in traditional
Greek attire and is associated with the feast day of
December 6 Saint Nicholas Day, where children
receive gifts and is associated with the feast day
December 6th, Saint Nicholas Day, where some
children in Greece receive gifts and treats. In Greece,
“Saint Nicholas” is a primary figure, and his
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legacy is deeply rooted in Greek Orthodox tradition.
The idea of “Santa Claus”, “Good Ole St. Nick”
as we know him in the USA, is less prevalent, and
“Saint Nicholas” remains a beloved saint,
symbolizing generosity and kindness.

“Santa Claus”, on the other hand, in the United
States, for example, is a modern, westernized figure,
often depicted as a jolly, gift-giving figure in a red
suit. He’s associated with Christmas Eve (December
24th) and is a blend of “Saint Nick” and other
cultural influences. He is a legendary figure inspired
by “Saint Nicholas” and other folklore.

In the Greek Christmas carols, “Agios Vasilis
Erhete” — “St. Basil is Coming” may confuse
some, so Santa Claus being a major figure
during Christmas for most children, do you not
think it is time to focus more on THE BIRTH OF
JESUS CHRIST? Of course, it is okay to take
photos with SANTA CLAUS, and they do see
him in the news, in schools, at the mall, as he
will bring gifts and put them under the tree on
Christmas Eve, and your children will look
forward to opening their gifts. Do not take them
away from that. However, bring them to
church, and if they are in Sunday School,
encourage them to be part of our Christmas
Pageant. Celebrate the Birth of Jesus Christ
with the Christmas Story and read it to them.
The Nativity story is important. | am not saying
do not focus on Christmas parties and gift
giving and decorating, but focus more on why
we celebrate Christmas.

I would like to wish you all a Joyous December,
a Blessed Merry Christmas, and a Healthy and
Happy New Year, 2026!
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This month’s Table Prayer Guide Prayers: CHRISTMAS ROYAL HOURS, 9™ HOUR

“Today is born of a Virgin, He who holds creation in the hollow of His hand. As a mortal, He is wrapped in
swaddling rags; He who is His being cannot be handled. God lies in a manger, who of old established the
heavens in the beginning. He is “with milk from the breast, He who rained Manna on the People in the
desert. He summons Magi, the Bridegroom of the Church. He accepts their gifts, the Son of the Virgin. We
worship your birth, O CHRIST. Show us also your divine Epiphany.

Today, the Virgin gives birth to Him who is above all being, and the
earth offers the cave to Him whom no one can approach; Angels with
Shepherds give glory, while Magi journey with a star, for to us there
has been born a little Child, God before the ages.

Saint Romanos the Melodos, 6" Century, Constantinople”

Feel free to email me or call with your comments and suggestions for our
“Parents’ Corner” at: alexandraproto@gmail.com |(973) 214-2583 (You can
also find me on FACEBOOK under my name, Alexandra Alex Protopapas) |
Alexandra Protopapas MEd Certified Teacher of the Handicapped & Social
Sciences — Retired, part-time at Educational Services Commission of Morris
County (ESC).

HELLENIC AFTERNOON SCHOOL

HAS Winter Read Aloud
Cozy Up with Reading
Sunday, December 7, 2025
After church service

Join us for a cozy afternoon of
Greek language stories, laughter,
and warmth as we celebrate the
joy of reading together this winter
season. Bring a blanket, and your
love for stories!

Hot Cocoa and Cookies will be
served!

We look forward to seeing you there!

Ages: 5to 12
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: Knitting, Crochet &
| Pillow Ministry

The Philoptochos Knitting Group lovingly knits and
crochets blankets and other comforting items for those
in need; new parents bringing their infants to St. Andrew
for the 40-day blessing, patients in local hospitals and
dialysis centers, residents of nursing homes, and

veterans in our community.

We meet on the first and third
Wednesday of each month at 11:00
a.m., and on the second Wednesday
at6:00 p.m.New participants are
always welcome!

Please consider joining us or
supporting our efforts so we can
continue creating blankets and
pillows that bring warmth, comfort,
and care to others.

SEPTEMBER SENIOR GROUP PRESENTATION

In September, the Agape Group welcomed Dr. Martin Blackwell, a local dermatologist, provided an
overview of common skin concerns in the elderly. He discussed prevalent issues such as dryness,
thinning, and increased sensitivity, explaining each and options in treating.

Dr. Blackwell also reviewed the most common types of skin cancer, illustrating their appearance and
helped us to recognize early warning signs. He empha5|zed the importance of yearly skin checks, noting
that regular screenings are one of the ; :

best ways to detect problems early
and ensure effective treatment.

To support the group further, he
generously provided dermatologic
sample products for everyone to take
home.

We are grateful to Dr. Blackwell for
sharing his expertise and helping our ==
members better understand how to care for their skin as they age.
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To maintain healthy skin, senior citizens should watch for the following concerns:

e Dryness: Skin often becomes thinner and loses moisture, leading to dryness.

e Wrinkles: Natural aging causes loss of collagen, resulting in fine lines and wrinkles.

e Age Spots: Increased sun exposure over the years can lead to hyperpigmentation.

e Skin Cancer: Regularly check for new moles or changes in existing ones, as risk increases with age.
e Delayed Healing: Skin may take longer to heal from cuts and bruises due to slower cell turnover.

e |tchiness: Commonly caused by dryness or skin conditions like eczema, which can worsen with age.

SENIOR OCTOBER GROUP MEDICARE PRESENTATION

At our October Agape gathering, we were pleased to welcome Luis Castro, Medicare Sales Executive for
Aetna Health Insurance, who delivered a very informative presentation on upcoming changes to
Medicare. His clear and detailed explanation helped our members better understand what to expectin the
year ahead.

Mr. Castro highlighted three major changes: C

1. Prescription Drug Costs
o Annual out-of-pocket costs for prescriptions will be capped at $2,100.

o Medicationsin tiers 3, 4, and 5 are expected to increase by $615.
2. Part B Premium Increase ga 8

o Medicare Part B premiums will see an 11% increase.
3. Medicare Advantage Plans

o Some companies may eliminate certain Advantage plans, which could affect coverage
options for current enrollees.

He also emphasized the importance of registering for Medicare and a Medicare prescription plan as
soon as you turn 65, even if you are still working and have employer-provided benefits. Failing to register
on time may result in significant penalties later on.

The presentation was greatly appreciated, and our group left with a clearer understanding of what these
changes may mean for them. We are thankful to Mr. Castro for sharing his expertise and helping our
community stay informed.

Saint Andrew Family News December 2025 27



SAM AND GOLLUM: THE TwO SIDES OF FRODO
by Lia Lewis

We all have that annoying little voice inside of us
that urges us to do good or bad things-we call that
voice our conscience. In Tolkien's The Lord of the
Rings, Frodo's conscience is personified in the
guises of Sam and Gollum. From the moment Frodo
and Sam meet Gollum, Sam and Gollum are in
constant conflict with each other. Sam is the voice
in Frodo's heart that says: "this is hard but | believe
in you and | have faith in God that you will succeed
and He loves you." Gollum is the part of
Frodo that says: "Submit to your
passions and let them lead you."

How many times have we heard these
two conflicting voices? We are in a
perpetual state of war with our
conscience. God gives us free will
because He loves us and would never
force us to do those things that we do
not want to do. God lets us choose where we put
our faith: in Him or completely ignore Him and give
in to our passions. If we choose faith in God, He
asks us to pick up our cross and follow Him. He
loves us so much that He only lets us carry what we
can. He picks up the "slack."” Like Sam, He's urges us
to believe in Him and in ourselves and to have faith
in His love for us. All he asks in return is for us to
love Him.

Gollum on the other hand is the type of creature
who needs to satisfy his every need because it's
easier to do what satisfies the ego than to care for
those around you. Gollum is vanity. The kind of
love that keeps us isolated from God and from the
world around us.

Frodo succeeded because Sam and Gollum (in an
odd sort of way) were there for him. In the movie
as they get closer and closer to Mount Doom and
Frodo cannot walk one more step, Sam picks up
Frodo and carries him all the way to Mount Doom.
How many times in our lives have we sat down and
felt as if this was the end and we would die here
and now because there was nothing left inside of
us to go on? During these moments, Christ is with
us. He picks us up and carries us until we are strong
enough to walk on our own. It's like the Footprints
poem-in our lives there are two sets of prints and
during the worst moments of our lives there's only
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one set. There is only one set because Christ is
carrying us when we are in pain. Christ's cross is
our sins and pains that He willingly died for us so
we could have eternal life.

After Frodo and Sam reach Mount Doom, Frodo
gives in to the same addictions and passions as
Gollum. He decides that he wants to keep the Ring
and, therefore, takes one step closer to becoming
Gollum-a slave to his passions.
However, Gollum is so consumed by
his desire to possess the Ring that he
mutilates Frodo's finger to retrieve "his
Precious."

When the Ring and Gollum are finally
consumed by the fires of Mount Doom
that forged the Ring, Frodo finally
understands that he became Gollum-
not really alive but existing in life-the living dead.
During Frodo's journey when he and Sam find
Gollum, Frodo begins to see the terrible cost of the
Ring in Gollum. Frodo begins to sympathize yet
Frodo becomes afraid of what can happen to him if
he submits to the Ring's corruption. It's because of
what Frodo became that he forgives Gollum. Frodo
tells Sam, "But for him [Gollum], Sam, | could not
have destroyed the Ring. The Quest would have
been in vain, even at the bitter end. So let us
forgive him [Gollum]." (p. 241-Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King).

With that simple phrase "...So let us forgive him,"
Tolkien is revealing to us the theme of the Lord of
the Rings-forgiveness, mercy and grace for our
enemies and friends and that love ultimately
destroys all evil in the end (see: "The Lure of the
Obvious in Peter Jackson's The Return of the King"
by Ralph C. Wood in Christianity Today, Dec. 17,
2003). Christ knew this when He was hanging on
the cross. Christ had the power to save Himself
from a horrible death but for His love for us He
didn't. He knew that His death would be the
ultimate sacrifice and that by His death, He
destroyed death and gave us eternal life. Without
Sam and Gollum, Frodo would have failed.
Sometimes all we need is to recognize our passions
and forgive ourselves in order to complete our
journey towards Christ.
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There Was No Inn in the Room
Fr. Mark Sietsema

Every good story needs a villain — even a
Sunday-School Christmas pageant. Of course,
the original Christmas story from Matthew and
Luke had a super-villain: King Herod. But for a
Sunday School production, it doesn't really
work to have grade-school kids acting out the
Slaughter of the Innocents, so there isn't room
for a Herod. In his place, therefore, a new
villain must be found. And so now the bad guy
of every Christmas pageant is ... the innkeeper!
That cruel, heartless, money-driven petty
tyrant who couldn't find a space in his inn for a
pregnant woman and her weary
husband. Because of his indifference, the holy
family winds up—not in a room at the
Bethlehem Motel Six—but in a barn, in a stable,
amidst hay and cattle ... and all that stuff that
turns up when cattle and hay come together. It
is a picture of consummate inhospitality
toward the infant Christ.

And it comes straight from the Gospel of Luke,
right? "And she gave birth to her first-born son
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and
laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn." But is this what the
Gospel means in the original? The problem is
that ancient Greek had a word for "inn"—
pandocheion. It is similar to the modern Greek
word for hotel, xenodocheio. We find this
word later in the Gospel of Luke in the parable
of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan brings
the wounded Jewish man to an inn,
pandocheion, and pays the innkeeper to take
care of him.But the word in the Christmas
story is not this word.

In chapter 2 of Luke we find another word:
kataluma. Katdluma means a place to sleep,
usually in the sense of a guest room, a spare
room. But not a guest room in an inn, but a
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guest room in a home. The word kataluma
comes up again in the Gospel of Luke in
connection with the Last Supper, when Jesus
instructs two disciples to ask about a room
where he can eat the Passover with his
disciples. He tells them to ask for a kataluma.

We think of the Last Supper as taking place in
an upper room, a space on the second story of
a house. And that is generally an accurate
picture of where the guest quarters would be
in an ancient home in Judea. The average
person's house was nothing more than four
walls enclosing a single room with a flat roof.
Your bedroom was your living room, which
was also your dining room and your den. If
there were guests to be accommodated, often
the guest room would be set up on the roof of
the house. This would be the kataluma. Luke
29



tells us that when the holy family got to
Bethlehem, ouk een aftois topos en to
katalmati, "there was no space for them in the
guest area.”

Whose guest area? The innkeeper's? Highly
unlikely! First of all, Bethlehem in the first
century was a tiny, tiny village off the main
roads. It probably didn't have an inn of its
own:. there wouldn't have been enough
business to keep it open. If you were going to
Bethlehem, it was because you knew someone
there. And Middle Eastern hospitality meant
that you stayed at the home of the person you
were visiting-a relative or a friend-in their
special guest room, their katdluma. We know
that Joseph and Mary had relatives in
Bethlehem: that's the whole reason they went
there, so that Joseph could return to his
familial hometown for the census. It would
have been normal and natural that they would
stay in the home of a family member. It would
have been strange and unexpected for them
not to stay with family: it would have been an
insult, in fact, one way or the other.

Can you imagine going back to Greece to visit
the chorio and not staying with the
family? After | finished my undergraduate
degree, | went to Europe for a few weeks to see
the family’s ancestral homes in Holland and
Denmark. | didn't ask my relatives there for a
list of local hotels, and they didn't offer me
one. | stayed in their homes, in their guest
rooms. And if that is the case for Westerners in
the 20th century, how much more so for
Middle Easterners in the first century?

But, of course, Joseph and Mary were not the
only relatives coming back to the old stomping
grounds that Christmas. All of Joseph's other
relatives who had left Bethlehem would have
been required to return. And so it only makes
sense that all of the family katalimata, guest-
rooms, would have been full. The slowest to
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arrive would have found that there was no
space in the katadluma for them. And a man
traveling from Nazareth way up north down to
Bethlehem in the south, with a pregnant wife,
would probably have been the last to arrive.

By the way, while we are playing Mythbusters
today, we should probably also give up the
Christmas pageant idea that Jesus was born
just as Joseph and Mary reached Bethlehem,
and that everything happened super-fast
before there was time to get decent
accommodations. The Gospel of Luke says
clearly that Mary's labor began after they had
arrived (Luke 2:6): "And while they were there,
the time came for her to be delivered.” No
indication that they made it to town just at the
last moment before her water broke—quite the
opposite. Even so, the houses in town would
have been full to bursting already when they
arrived.

But would they then have been pointed to the
shed to sleep with the cows? No—because
there probably wasn't a separate shed for the
animals. Just like nowadays, most of us have
garages attached to our houses that are on a
level a few steps below the floor of the house;
back then, the average home had an area—
within the four walls of the one-room house!—
for the animals to spend the
night. Archaeologists have found lots of these
simple split-level homes with a dugout area in
one end of the house where the animals would
be brought in for the night, to keep them warm
(and to use their body heat to help keep the
whole house warm) and to keep them from
being stolen. And so the people slept in one
part of the room and just a few feet away and a
few steps down, the donkey, the ox, the sheep
would have slept as well. And just in case the
animals needed a nosh in the middle of the
night, oftentimes a feeding trough would be
carved into the floor of the higher living area,
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so the animals could stand and eat hay. This
trough was the manger.

Why would you put a new mother and her
child down by the animals? Well, first of all,
maybe there weren't any animals there at that
time. Maybe that part of the house could have
been cleaned out for human occupation while
the animals were housed overnight with a
friend or relative nearby. In that case, then the
lower area with the mangers would have been
a good place for the baby. It would have had a
little more privacy and quietude than the rest
of the house. It would have been close enough
for help but far away enough for separation.

And so, perhaps after all there is no villain on
Christmas night. Perhaps there are only
average people doing the best they could to
help under the circumstances. It's not quite the
superhero story of a lone mother and child
braving rejection and the elements. It is less
story.

dramatic than the last-minute birth scenario we
have been accustomed to, but it is also more
true to life and true to Luke’s Gospel. The poor
people of Bethlehem—and poor they were in
that village at that time—they were not the
villains of Christmas Eve.

But in a sense that's the point. When Christ
came to the poor and the powerless, they
received Him. They were not the ones who
rejected him. It was the rich and powerful, the
high and mighty, the best and the brightest, the
movers and shakers-these were the ones who
would prefer to see Christ left out in the
cold. But the common people received him
gladly, during His ministry and from the
moment of his Incarnation. And so it is still
today. Blessed are the poor—and the poor in
spirit—for  theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven. This is the message of Christ, and the
message of the Christmas

Fr. Mark Sietsema is the Presiding Priest at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Lansing, Ml

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

Fridays @10:30AM
Dec 5, 12

ORTHODOXY 101

The following Tuesdays we will discuss the
Divine Liturgy and other topics on December 2,9

ORTHODOXY ON TAP

Local events for Young Adults (YAL) seeking connection and a deeper

understanding of our faith — look out for upcoming dates and times.
Link to YAL group chat https://groupme.com/join_group/69219680/U70hb9G;j
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«To KLvnNTO MoV £X0LOE TO GO TOU»

O Niko¢ ATav OMwG oL TEPLOCOTEPOL VEOL TNG
ETOXNG TOU TIAVTA UE TO KLVNTO oTo XEpL. Ekel elxe
To mavra: ¢piAoug, LouoLKN, ELONOELG, AKOUN KL Ta
ovelpd Tou. KaBe mpwi, mpwv oakoua TEL
“KaAnuépa”, avolye To Klvnto tou. Kabe Bpadu, To
€KAElVe TeAeutaio. Mia pépa, KabBwg mryawve
ekdpoun) HE TNV MApEéa TOU, TO OAMA XAONKE.
MNpoonaBbnoe va favaocuvdebel, al\d Timota. Itnv
opxn EKVEUPLOTNKE. EviwBe
KKOUUEVOC» amd Tov KOOpO. Xwplig
internet, xwpic eldomolioslg, xwpig...
{wn, onwg voulle. KaBlos tote Alyo
HOVOG, OoTnV akpn evog Aodou. Houyia.
MNa npwtn popd edw Kal Kalpod, AKOUCE
TOV QVEUO KOl META, KATL QAKOUO ML
dwvn péoa tou, nouxn aAla Suvartn:
«Matdi Mou, éExelc mavra onua UE
Euéva. Mévo mou EoUu bev 1O
avalnTtac.» IWTOAOE....... KataAafe otl
TOOO Ko €Poaxve “onua”’  TovVIou OTOUG
avBpwroug, ota likes, otnv dacapia pa oxtL otnv
KapSLd tou, ekel 6mou o Oe0¢ mepipeve mavta va
“ouvdeBel”. Otav yuploe omity, TO KLvNTO TOU
EavaPprike onua .AANA katl eixe aAldagel. Twpa,
kaBe mpwi, TPV avoifel To KvnTod, avoiyel mpwta
v Ayia Mpadn ,€0Tw &va HIKPO amOoTOoUd, 0G0
Xpovo Ba £66egue va OKPOAAPEL OTO KOWVWVIKA
Siktua. Kat avakaAupe mwg Alya Aemtd pe tov
@0, yeuilouv meplocotepo TNV YPuxn TOU OO
WPEG OAOKANPEC oTNV 080V

«Aev let 0 avIpwrog povo Ue apto, aAda ue kade
Aoyo mou Byaivet amd TO0 OTOUO TOU OEO0U.»
(MatBaiog 4:4) Av SlaBétape otnv MPOOEUXN Kal
otov Adyo tou Oeol 000 xpovo &lvoupe OTLg
0006veg pag, o ko6opog péca pag Ba eixe dwg,
glpnvn Kat vonua. To onua tou Ogol dev xavetal
TOTE, HoOvo xpetaletal va Buunboupue va avoiéoupe

10 “Wi-Fi” tTng Yuxng pag.
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"The mobile phone that lost its signal

Nikos, like most young people of his time, was
always with his mobile phone in his hand. There
he had everything: friends, music, news, and
even his dreams. Every morning, before he even
said "Good morning"”, he would turn on his cell
phone. Every night, he closed it last. One day, as
he was going on an excursion with his friends,
the signal was lost. He tried to reconnect, but
nothing. At first he was irritated. He
felt "cut off" from the world. No
internet, no notifications, no ... life,
as he thought. Then he sat a little
alone, on the edge of a hill. For the
first time in a long time, he heard
the wind and then, something else a
voice inside him, quiet but loud: "My
child, you always have a mark with
Me; Only You are not looking for it."
Be silent....... He realized that for so long he had
been looking for a "signal” everywhere in people,
in likes, in the fuss but not in his heart, where
God was always waiting to "connect”. When he
returned home, his cell phone found a signal
again. But something had changed. Now, every
morning, before turning on the mobile phone, he
first opens the Holy Bible, even a small excerpt,
as much time as he would spend scrolling
through social networks. And he discovered that
a few minutes with God, fill his soul more than
hours on the screen.

"Man does not live only on bread, but with every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God."
(Matthew 4:4) If we devoted as much time to
prayer and the Word of God as we give to our
screens, the world within us would have light,
peace and meaning. We only need to remember
to open the "Wi-Fi" of our soul.
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BAPTISMS - BANTIZIZ

STELLA NOELLE IBRAHIM, daughter of
Christopher and Amanda (Yaccarino)
Ibrahim, was Baptized & Chrismated
according to the rights of the One Holy
Catholic and Apostolic Church on,
Sunday, November 2nd 2025, at g#
1:00pm and given the name
ZTYAIANH - STELLA, Godmother was
Karlie Ibrahim.

OBIT & FUNERAL SERVICE - NEKPOAOTIA & KHAEIA

Sylvia (Argyroula) Kalamaras, 90, was born on February 2, 1935, in Vasilionikon, Chios, Greece as the third
child of Efthimia and Constantine Patapis. At the age of fourteen she emigrated to the United States with her
three siblings and her parents, residing in New York City.
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She passed away peacefully on Monday, November 3, 2025, at 90 years of age. Sylvia is survived by her sons
Dean (Melissa and Justin) and Paul (Peggy), her granddaughters Victoria and Nicole, her brother Isidor Patapis
(Ruth) and numerous nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by her son Gregory, her brother Steve
Patapis (Penny) and her sister Francis Ritsos (George).

A visitation was held at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Westfield, NJ followed by a funeral service. She
was laid to rest at Fairview Cemetery, Westfield, NJ.

Constantine Nikolas Demos, 92, (aka Costa or Charlie) passed away on
October 31, 2025. Born in Sparti Greece on July 31, 1933, to Nikolas and Maria
. Demos. He and his parents along with his brother Jimmy (Mimi), left Greece
and immigrated to the US in 1944,

- Costa attended high school in the US and completed college at Saint Peters
University. Charlie joined the United States Army and fought in the Korean
war. Upon his return to the US, he owned and worked in multiple businesses.
He met Maria Drivas from Lambertville, New Jersey, and in 1962 they were
married.

They moved to Rockaway, New Jersey, and opened a char-broil restaurant, the
; Bonfire. He worked there with his wife and along the way, had two sons.
Through the years he owned and managed successful businesses, including two bicycle shops with his
longtime partner and friend John Christopoul.

He is survived by his wife of 63 years Maria, his sons Nick and George, his daughter Karen and his grandsons
Tyler and wife Katherine, and Ryan and partner Patrycja. As well as many cousins, nieces, and nephews.

Viewing and funeral was held at Saint Andrew Greek Orthodox Church in Randolph, New Jersey on
Wednesday, November 5. Arrangements by Tuttle Funeral Home.

Interment at Gate of Heaven cemetery 225 Ridgedale Ave East Hanover NJ 07936

Donations in honor of his blessed memory can be made to Saint Andrew Greek Orthodox Church.
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DONATIONS RECEIVED +IN MEMORY OF:

+William, +Sophia, +Andriana, +Constantine (Costa) Demos +Stanley Karoly
+Christos Anagnost Nicholas & Sophia Seretis & George & Marina Venizelos
John Anagnost & Family Family
Soultana Seretis +Elias & +Barbara Massad
+Helen Ballos Joanna Lignos Soultana Seretis
Panagiota Theodoropoulos Niki Vagias
Mary Ellen Donachie Maria Tsitsigaros +John Pallis
Anna Zamora Betty Pallis
+Katie Belekos Mary Kotsopoulos
Maria Tsitsigaros Irene Demos Argepakis +Dino Konstantinos Polizois
Marion Economo Stilianos & Susan Nikolaou
+Constantine (Costa) Demos Georgia Pavelis Family Keith & Holly Marin
Plato Demos & Family Keith & Holly Marin Maria Stamoutsos
Anne Mavroudis George & Marina Venizelos
Joanne Varratos Diamantidis Maria Stamoutsos +Constantinos Seretis
Chrysanthe Borzeka & Family Dr. Effie Christie & Family Angeliki Brouard
Nicholas & Christina Charles & Eleni Peterson
Koumarianos Evellyn Tsiadis +Eleni Serghiou
Mary Demos The Laggis Family Angeliki Brouard
Demos & Afrodite Paxos John & Ellen Manetas

Friends of Novartis Engineering

MEMORIAL GIFT

SAINT ANDREW | 1447 SUSSEX TURNPIKE | RANDOLPH, NJ 07869-1830

Please remember the Late T in the prayers of the Divine Liturgy.

Kindly accept the memorial gift as a token of Love and Respect in his/her memory.

The deceased was the beloved (husband, wife, father, mother, other) of bereaved*

Please ACKNOWLEDGE my/our gift to a member of the family.

NAME & ADDRESS OF BEREAVED*

NAME & ADDRESS OF DONOR(S)

MEMORIAL GIFTS PAYABLE TO ST. ANDREW ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE AND WILL BE USED TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH
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SAINT ANDREW CALENDAR

* UPDATES IN WEEKLY E BULLETIN OR ON WEBSITEParish Calendar - St Andrew Greek Orthodox Church

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Sundays after Holy Communion

BAKING GRouP Tuesdays 9am
GOYA Volleyball Tuesday @7:30-9pm
GOYA Basketball Wednesday @6:30-9pm

KNITTING & PiLLow 15T & 2"° Wednesday @11lam
2"d & 39 Wednesday @6pm

Hellenic Afternoon School Thursday 4:30pm

Greek Dancing Thursdays @6:30 pm
Greek Dancing GOYA Thursdays @7:15 pm

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS IN DEC. : 12/7 PHILOPTOCHOS, 12/14
PTA, 12/21 DOP, 12/28 GOYA

12/1 @7:30 PARISH COUNCIL
12/2 @7:30 OrRTHODOXY 101
12/3 @11:00PM KNITTING CROCHETING NEXT ON 12/10 @6

12/5 @10:30AM ADVENT BIBLE STUDY NexT on 12/12@10:30

12/6 @8AM GOYA PLAYOFFS @9amM NNJYC
TOURNAMENT

12/7 Elections for Parish Council
12/7 HAS READ ALOUD
12/7 HOPE & JOY Gingerbread house decorating

12/10 @6:00PM KNITTING CROCHETING NEXT ON 12/17@11

12/13 GOYA Christmas Caroling
12/13 @10am-4pm Holiday Party External /gym

12/14 Hierarchal Divine Liturgy at Saint Andrew
12/14 CHRrISTMAS PAGEANT RELED & HAS

12/16 METROPOLIS CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

12/17 @11:00AM KNITTING CROCHETING NEXT ON 1/7 @11
12/18 AHEPA CHRISTMAS PARTY IN FAIRFIELD NJ

12/19 @6:30 GOYA CHRISTMAS PARTY

12/21 SNOW DATE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

12/23 @7:00PM PHILOPTOCHOS MEETING

12/27 FAITH KITCHEN - DOP
12/28 @6:00pm GOYA CHRISTMAS DANCE
12/31 @7:30pm NYE PARTY at Saint Andrew

2026

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS IN JANUARY : 1/4 PHILOPTOCHOS,
1/11 PTA, 1/18 DOP, 1/25 GOYA

1/1 @7:15 GoyA/MDF DANCE PRACTICE

1/4 COMMUNITY VASILOPITA IN CHURCH

1/5 @7:30 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

1/7 @11AM KNITTING CROCHETING NEXT ON 1/14 @6
1/8 @7:15 GoyA/MDF DANCE PRACTICE

1/11 @12pm HPE JOY VASILOPITA

1/11 STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

1/14 @6PM KNITTING CROCHETING NEXT ON 1/21 @11AM
1/14 RETIREMENT PARTY FOR BESSIE

1/15@ 7:15pM GoYA/MDF DANCE PRACTICE

1/16 @8:00AM LIFE LINE SCREENING

1/21@11AM KNITTING CROCHETING NEXT ON 1/28@6PM
1/22 @7:15 GoyA/MDF DANCE PRACTICE

1/23 @6PM GOYA RETREAT

1/24 Faith Kitchen PARISH COUNCIL
1/24 @2 HOPE JOY Ice Skating

1/27 @7 Philoptochos Meeting
1/28 @6 Knitting Crocheting Next on 2/4 @11
1/29 @7:15 GoyA/MDF DANCE PRACTICE

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS IN FEBRUARY : 2/1 PHILOPTOCHOS,
2/8 PTA, 2/15DOP, 2/22 GOYA

2/1 TRIODION BEGINS
2/1 3 HIERARCHS HAS & RELED PROGRAM

2/7 Marol GrAs PTA

Reservations for Saint Andrew Community Center Gym, Social Hall or Classrooms must be made with Church Office.
DOP-Daughters of Penelope | GID -Greek Independence Day | HAS — Hellenic Afternoon School |PC -Parish Council | PH -Philoptochos |RelEd-Religious

Education

35



) Dr. 'Tim Kalavronziotis, DM.D.
G/A\ T E W AY is looking forward to treating all of H“J‘ RV@(

your family's dental needs at the

=3 / ‘; ' ' oS Dental
J Y Jfollowing convenient locations: M

R kAL AVROVE'®
0:973-328-7732 - F: 973-328-1409 | blackriverdental.com - 908-879-5333
office@gatewaydentalnj.com - gatewaydentalnj.com ' '
121 Center Grove Road - Suite 2 - Randolph, NJ 07869 530 East Main Street - Suite A1 - Chester, NJ 07930
el N B L) , g PEANUTS
H‘ Zack Demopoulos Please Continue S s
\*:i a‘i Weichert Real Estate Agent (I =
; Q\%’\ Million Dollar Club Member 0 ?Ta«y f]’bT
E ( N1 I can help you sell or buy: m
201.874.5192 ’ \
A L. 0 ",
: Weichert " E e
. emoer o, V‘ ndrew Get ready
" Flzzmilx}ilnciti%g REALTORS | World Peace to donate!

“Providing the Highest Quality Workmanship for 2 Generations”

" ADVERTISERS NEEDED!
YN (200 orE

PLEASE CALL MIKE MAGRIND [P ok O k4
1-800-883-4343 Ext. 90 JIRENOVATIONS  "30% OFF |

NJ Lic. #13VH11896900 i ANY REPAIRS

or CELL 609-721-1244 | Ge>-262.0183 - ji

@%’@ Auto Body

“Felping Protect Yourn Automotive Tnvestment”
Expert Collision Repair

 Foreign & Domestic * Free Estimates
* Insurance Work Welcome
* Rental Cars Available

Earning Our Reputation One Satisfied Customer At A Time

973-584-1008

25 State Highway Route 10 « Succasunna, NJ

125D(1)  For Ads Call (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836
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Every Veteran has earned

help and support. * Call (}or /4 ?Mé Legal Consultation %

| MarcJ, Brenner, ESQ.
=, 973-326-8902

’ « Personal Injury
([RUHED!;T:ESUPR[ME y Workersl Compensatlon

Cougr oF New Jensey

AsAWoners Coveprsron -~ @ SOCial Security Disability

Law Arroaney

lawmarcbrenner’comsmarc@lawmarcbrenner’com
222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

hERDY.GOV

BON'L DG AItAINEbe

Dorn’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

Act now to
help end hunger.

/]

In the United States, one in nine
people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org AMERICA

Gl

; heany
MWM%

s BASEMENTY [ - zesetie™

* HUMIDITY &

®
MOLD CONTROL  gyqlity Ist Basemedl]

- NASTY CRAWL _'Sqilems

NY Lic # 1274423 - NJHIC# 13VH01833300

WET BASEMENT?

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317

BasementRepairNJ.com
For Ads Call (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC ¢ P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836
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Par-Troy Funeral Home

Ronald DiMaggio, President-Manager, N.J. Lic.#2989

Centrally Located in the

Heart of Parsippany

Pre-Arranged Funeral Services Auvailable

95 Parsippany Road, Parsippany

| |
| Katherine J.—

887-3235
Anthony A. Boyadjis

Attorney At Law
80 Main Street * Suite 360
West Orange, N] 07052

www.boyadjislaw.com

(973) 538-5512
Fax (973) 538-5579

Licopantis, R.N.

Electrologist

Office Hours
By Appointment

1130 Route 46 West 1 800 222'1222
Parsippany poison.org

973-334-1010

oo 24 HOURS A DAY .
FOTIS KONTOGIANNIS

SALES ASSOCIATE

Direct: 201.968.7356
Office: 973.627.6800
Fax: 973.627.8094

frank.c21christel@yahoo.com

CENTURY 21

Christel Realty

Morris Eye Care

Nicholas Apostolopoulos, MD
Board Certified Ophthalmologist & Surgeon

223 West Main St., Ste. 202
Boonton, NJ 07005

9713-263-2080

www.morriseyecarenj.com

Stop scams
that target
older adults

Share what you know:

ReportFraud.ftc.gov

ROOFING * CHIMNEYS
MASONRY ¢ GUTTERS

We Find & Fix Leaks! : """""""""""
P17 AN :Any New Roof Replacement i
/‘\J/:, . ;
= AN Mmoo oo CZIZZCZCTCTZS
L= " 20% OFF |
ROYAL PRO i Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, |
CONSTRUCTION | Masonry Repair & SENIORS !

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured * 20+ Yrs.

Seruing AU of New Jersey

732-589-9967

NEED A
NEW WILL?

SKYLANDS
g™\ LEGAL LLC

Joshua Donovick, Esq.

"They made
something that was
so complicated,
so easy."

~Doris Y.

you have
to lose?

973.970.9583

SPARTA, NJ

125D(3)

For Ads Call (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836



PRIEST
Rev. John Theodosion frjiohn@standrewgonj.org

OFFICE STAFF
Office Manager, Vasiliki (Bessie) Petrakos info@standrewgonj.org
Office Admin, Christen Demnitz info@standrewgonj.org
Financial Administrator, Cathy Barrett fin@standrewgonj.org

STEWARDSHIP
Georgia Haglund, Chairperson

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
DIRECTORS: Maro Nicolaou Schuster & Rachel Lopardo
TEACHING STAFF: Dr. Herbert Schuster, Faye Paskas, Kia Paskas, Maro Schuster,
Marina Venizelos, Vickie Geannakakes, Maria Galvin, Presbytera Athena Theodosion,
Dina Aspromatis, Eleni Koukoularis, Photeine Lopardo, Rachel Lopardo

BYZANTINE CHANTERS/CHOIR
Panagiotis Fotinis, Chanter
Salomi Massaras, Choir Director

HELLENIC AFTERNOON SCHOOL EDuUcCATION COMMITTEE
Fr. John Theodosion, Athena Borzeka, Vasilia Christodoulou, Maria Galvin

HELLENIC AFTERNOON SCHOOL
DIRECTOR: Vasilia Christodoulou
TEACHERS: Haroula Christodoulou, Eleni Zeris, Stacey Papanikolaw, Alexandra
Kontogiannis, Effie Kritharis, Vasilia Christodoulou, Yiota Louca, Nicole Pazvanti

MINISTRIES & ORGANIZATIONS
Ladies Philoptochos Society: Marina Venizelos, President

Knitting, Crocheting & Pillow Ministries: Ellen Manetas & Antonia Clapsis
Bakaliko: Maria Stamoutsos
Coffee Hour: Irene Laoudis

Agape Group: Betty and Jack Kelly & Julie loannou, Irene Laoudis,
Joanne Varratos

AHEPA: Peter Tsilios, President
Daughters of Penelope: Dimitra Pallis, President
PTA: Katerina Corona, President
Little Angels Playgroup (LAP) need chairperson
HOPE - JOY : Stala Jellis, Jenny Manis, Pam Kotsaftis

GOYA
Zoe Sifonios, GOYA President
Pavlos Giannikopoulos, Christina Kalavrouziotis, Anna Sifonios,
Irene Baroulakis, George Baroulakis, Sotiria Hambos GOYA Advisors

Hellenic Dance
GOYA Angelo Gergatsoulis, Instructor (assisted by: Pavlos Giannikopoulos)

Jr & Sr Groups Angelo Gergatsoulis, Instructor
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SAINT ANDREW Non-Profit Org.

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH Us F;OA?SAGE
1447 SUSSEX TURNPIKE, RANDOLPH, NJ 07869-1830 DOVER, NJ

/- info@standrewgonj.org 973-584-0388 phone
973-584-3573 fax

Permit No. 220

Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of
New Jersey

You are the Voice of Christ in a Changing World
The base from which we serve as the Voice of Christ
in a Changing World is the parish. A strong parish
provides opportunities for sharing the Good News
of Christ, for welcoming those that are searching for
Y) ~aspiritual home, and a base from which we are sent

; out into the world. The parish also provides a place

for worship, community and education in the faith.

To be stewards of the Gospel, we need to be

stewards of our parish. This requires the vision and

inspiration to see the parish, not as it is, but as it

| could be. We are called to offer ourselves and our
£ treasure to make our local church all that it can be.

HYMN OF THE APOSTLE SAINT ANDREW ANOAYTIKIO TOY ANO:TOAOY ANAPEOY
As first called of the Apostles and brother Qg Twv ATooTOAWV TPWTOKANTOG,
of Peter the Preeminent, O Andrew, kat tou kopudaiou avtdderdog,
intercede with the Master of all to grant TOV AEOTIOTNV TWV OAWV AVEPEQ LKETEVE,
peace to the whole world, and great glpfivnV T olkoupévn SwproacOal,
mercy to our souls. KoL Tag Puxaic nuwyv to péya €Ago.

THE SAINT ANDREW VISION STATEMENT
Our Saint Andrew Greek Orthodox Church is a welcoming place where our
family is committed to God, and salvation through Orthodox worship,
Christian education, philanthropy, and sharing of Hellenic culture, for the
benefit of those whose lives we touch.
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